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Sausbury Mills, Mat Slst, I860* 
Reverend <ind Dear Pastor : 

The undersigned having heen appointed a Committee for 
this purpose, by the First Baptist Church of Christ in Salisbury and 
Amesbury, hereby tender to you their heartfelt thanks, for the several 
timely discourses, recently delivered by you before said Church and 
Society, on the commencement and progress of the first Baptist Church 
in this place y and respectfully request a copy for the press. 
Rev. B. p. Byram, } 
Salisbury. 5 

In behalf of the Church, 

Stephen Woodman,' 

Ebenezer Tucker, 

Benjamin S. Blake, J- Committee 

Frederick Bagley, 

Reuben Evans. 



Salisbury Mills, June 1st, 1860. 
Messrs, Stephen Woodman, Ebenezer Tucker, Bevy, 8. Blake, 
Frederick Bagley and Beuben Evans. 
Gentlemen : — 

Your kind note of May 21 st, was duly received. 
While it affords me high satisfaction, that my efforts in gathering up 
the fragmentary outlines of the Church, have been appreciated and cor- 
dially received by an affectionate and endeared Church and Society, it 
is a matter of sincere regret that so much that might have been of in- 
terest and profit in the annals of the past, is irrevocably lost. 

If with their imperfections, you shall deem these brief sketches 
worthy of publication, they are at your disposal. 

I am^ gentlemen, with great respect, yours, &c., 

B. P. BYRAM. 
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HISTORICAL DISCOURSES: 



The Lord is my stren^rth and fion^, and He is become mv salvation : 
He is 7wv<}odandI will prepare him a habitation; my father's God, 
and I will ^alt him.— Exodus 15 : 2nd. 



These words express the pious gratitude of the devout 
Israelite on a review of the Lord's dealings with him and his 
fathers before him. The Lord has been a God of salvation, 
— ^the strength and song of his people in every age. Hence 
these words of lofty, holy triumph. God should be adored in 
exalted strains and acknowledged in heartfelt song. In such 
emotions of pious latitude and humble thanksgivmg the peo- 
ple of God m all ages may unite, for, 

"The saints on earth, and all the dead, 
Bat one communion make." 

The Church of a former dispensation, in its conflicts and its 

triumphs, but shadowed forth the sublimer and more glorious 

struggles and victories of the church of the redeemed in all 

time till the final consummation of all things. 

I trust, my brethren, that you are neither insensible to the 

immeasurable debt of gratitude due to the Redeemer, nor yet, 

unprepared with humble and joyous spirits to accept the pious 

laoguage of our text, ^^The Lord is my itrengih and song, and 

He is become my salvation. He is my God and I will pre- 

jPareJhimA liabiteti(m) my ^tber'B God and^ I will exalt hiniii^ 
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6 BISTOMOAL DISCOURSBS. 

In striving to sketch the worthy deeds and to embalm the 
memories of the pious dead, we discharge a grateful and sa- 
cred obligation. It is the high privilege of the living to rescue 
from the oblivion of the past, those invaluable records which 
the sweeping waves of the succeeding generations are fast 
obliterating, and to preserve in a concise and comprehensive 
form a contmued history of those incidents and events, which 
are developed in the Church's struggles in maintaining the 
truth and her triumphs through the power and the grace of 
God. It is a laudable work to adorn the imperishable chron- 
icles of faithful history, with the names of the benefactors of 
their race who have been pioneers in every good work — and 
especially is this due to those in the cause of truth and 
righteousness — ^men, whose honest virtues, devoted piety and 
useful services have been approved and rewarded by God. 
History teaches by example. Its authentic annals, though 
brief) may yet be reliable. While imperfections and defects may 
mar the beauty of its narratives, yet truth shall be found 
highly to illustrate the faithfulness of God, in the deliverance 
and support afforded his people in tunes of persecution and 
human extremity ; and thus also a merited tribute of grateful 
remembrance shall be paid to the honored names of a former 
age. Many invaluable historical facts are undoubtedly now 
concealed in the bosom of individuals soon to pass away from 
us, and many imperfect records now exist as mere bald out- 
lines of important incidents and services which need the living 
witness to fiirmsh the pr(^er material for filling up the picture^ 
or all will become irrevocably lost to the generations to follow. 
Much of our noble early denominational history is abready lost, 
Indinduals of distmguished usefubess have finished their 
course and gone to fhmr reward* Churches a&d Institutions 
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StSTORICAL DISCOURSES. 7 

whose mteresiing histories date far back m the past have pre- 
served for posterity no record of sufficient accuracy and ful- 
ness, of their early trials and God's gracious deliverances in 
their behalf. The individual lives, it is true, in his influence 
over society, for the good never die ; churches also live in 
their members, and institutions of usefulness flourish still in 
renewed vigor. But in how many cases, the services rendered 
by them to the cause of civil liberty, religion and gospel truth ; 
the sufferings they endured and the providences wluch marked 
their early history and cheered them in the days of their fee- 
bleness, have been forgotten, or perhaps unheard of by those 
who have entered into their labors and now enjoy the rich 
fruits of their toils and sufferings. They passed through peril- 
ous persecutions— severe civil disabilities, endured the loss of 
. reputation and worldly interests, in order to maintain inviolate 
the faith of the gospel. The scanty records of this church now 
available to us, contain the most honorable memorials of the 
devoted love of our fathers to the ^^ worship and ordinances 
of the Gospel in their primitive sacredness and purity." In 
presentmg an historical outline of this Church and Society, it 
becomes necessary for me briefly to refer to the spirit of the 
times and the opinions then prevalent, as well as to the men, 
whose names and deeds will ever live fragrant and holy in all 
coming generations. 

Those were memorable days — scenes of appalling magni- 
tude were being enacted — ^the thrilling associations clustering 
around their revolutionary battie fields were daily augmented 
by additional conflicts and struggles which rendered their 
country in all its parts sacred ground. The obscurity which 
invested ^^ the dim and shadowy visions " of a remote past 
^ were in aU minds giving placo to Mwer and stranger events 
• 
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8 HI8TOBI0AL DISOOTJESES. 

connected mth the struggles of their country for freedom— 
ihey lived in the days of the American Bevolution, in days of 
sacrifices, self-denials and sufferings for the right — tiiey acted 
amid sceQes invested Trith a grandeur and importance which 
marked that age for all time as one, the most eventful and 
illustrious recorded in the annals of the world. The spirit of 
'76 in its freshness and vigor was diffused throughout the land 
— ^the question atruggling for solution in every purely patriotic 
breast, was not, what is safe, pleasant and conducive to per- 
sonal comfort and ease, but what is duty — ^to God — ^to truth — 
to our children and to the world. That was the spirit which 
dictated and signed the glorious Declaration of American In- 
dependence, and that was the spirit that roused the magnani- 
mous soul of our fathers to assert the nobler doctrine of '^soul 
freedom." They, in all humility and devout piety evoked the, 
help of the same Almighty Buler, whose wisdom and power 
were guiding on these struggling Colonies to a final victory — 
and they sought not in vam. Theur laurels, like those of tliehr 
country's patriots, still freshen and bloom o'er their graves, 
while we hope that their spirit has not wholly left their poster- 
ity, nor our father's God ceased to be our strength and our 
song. 

The Salisbury and Amesbuiy Baptist Church had a com- 
mon ori^ with other churches of the same faith and order. 
Great fundamental principles,^— principles, cardinal to the sys- 
tem of Christian fcuith, were to be asserted and defended, and 
the Great Head of the Church called forth his people to their 
mission. These vitally important truths are, many of them, now 
universally received, though not always practically carried out 
by all evangelical churches in this land. ^^ The founders of 
i^^ Dex^nuMtioQ demanded a cmpi^M^ md consistent refor* 
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HISTORICAL DISGOtmSES. 9 

taatioB send parted with their brethren only when they failed 
to plant themselves on the immovable rock of the Divine 
Word.^ 

We give flie testimony of Mr. Bancroft, the American Histo- 
nan, referring to the Baptists in the days of the Reformation 
under Luther, which sect we carefully should distinguish from 
^* Anabaptists " and " mad men of Munster," but with whom 
their opponents seemed determined to confound them to make 
them odious in public esteem. Speaking of the ** Baptists, " 
Mr. Bancroft says: — ^^^They, with more consistency than 
Luther, applied the doctrines of the Reformation to the civil 
relations of life and threatened an end to king-craft — spiritual 
dominion — tithes and vassalage. The party was trodden under 
foot with foul reproaches anS most arrogant scorn and its history 
is written in the blood of myriads of the German peasantry, but 
its principles, safe in their immortality, escaped with Roger 
Williams to Providence, and liis colony is the witness that 
fiaturally the paths of the Baptists were paths of freedom, 
pleasantness and peace." This is the testimony of an impar- 
tial historian, not a Baptist, nor one ever suspected of any 
particular biases towards the denomination, and is therefore 
^11 the more valuable. A candid, truth loving mind, if able 
to trace out our history, will ever honestly discriminate be- 
tween the true reli^ous men of our faith in Germany and the 
fanatical men called "Anabaptists." The history of the 
founding and the growth of the Baptist Churches in this State, 
is replete with the history of a calm endurance of persecutions 
and sufferings, from sincere love to their Divine Master, and 
an invincible confidence in the final triumph of the principles 
they had espoused. 

Preachers of the Baptist denomination visited and pieached 
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10 BISTOBICAL DISCfOTIBS^B. 

in this vicinity, at irregular periods, as their time and conven- 
ience would allow, for the space of some years before there 
was a Baptist society gathered. Churches were already estab- 
lished in Newton, N. H., Haverhill, Mass., and some other 
places in the vicinity. It is, however, a melancholy page in 
the history of these Churches and of all the Churches of the 
Baptist faith gathered in this vicinity during these years ; that, 
these devoted bands of Christian disciples of the same com- 
mon Redeemer, constituted into churches for the preserva- 
tion and vindication of the Ordinances of the New Testament ; 
walking in Gospel Order and maintaining the purity and faith 
of the gospel, should have been assailed, and their assemblies 
broken up by storms of persecution, instigated by the professed 
followers of the same Lord and Master — ^yet these persecuted 
ones were accused of no crimes, social or political— of no her- 
esy or schism so far as the cardinal doctrines of the evangel- 
ical creed were involved; bu^ the sum and front of their 
offence wad, a strict and conscientious conformity to the letter 
of the New Testament, instead of the commands of the estab- 
lished church, in their observance of the ordinances which 
Christ had. left them that they should follow his steps. To 
them, the ordinance of baptism, was a living monument of the 
Savior's death and resurrection ; the God appcnnted emblem 
of the believers dying to sin and living again unto righteous- 
ness, and they could not substitute for this positive institution 
of the Savior, the commands and ordinances of men. As the 
rise of the Baptist denombation in these parts is intimately 
connected with the early history of this Church, I shall be 
excused for giving a condensed history of its commencemeni 
from " Bacrus' History op the Baptists of New Eng- 
iJkND." Says he : ^^A remarkable providence of God opened 
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HISTOBIOAL DISCOtmdBS. 11 

the way for the dissemmation of the truth in these parts, and 
gave rise to the rapid and extensive spread of Baptist sentir 
menip throughout this vicinity. 

Mrs. Scammon, a woman of fervent piety and understandingly 
attached to Baptist principles, removed from Rehoboth, Mass., 
on her marriage, to Stratham, N. H., where, though alone in her 
sentimenta and execrated by those with whom she associated, 
she unwaveringly maintained and defended the truth, and 
lived to see the rapid dissemination of her principles. In the 
latter part of her days, she came into possession of a small 
treatise entitled " Norcott on Baptism.'' She was firmly per- 
suaded that the arguments and forcible statements of that little 
wort would convince her neighbors and friends if they could 
be prevailed upon to read it. She accordingly went to Bos- 
ton with the little pamphlet to procure its republication. She, 
however, found the work already printed ; purchased and car- 
ried home a laige number of copies, and distributed them to 
all around her in faith and with fervent prayer. A church 
sprang up in Stratham, and from that others were soon formed, 
and thus the light Reflected from the diffusion of that little 
book, and the prayers and efforts of that pious lady led to the 
wide extension of the truth. Among the most eminent and 
distinguished of the ccmverts to Baptist principles, we find the 
name of Dr. Samuel Shepherd. He was bom in the East 
Ifarishof Salisbury in 1739 — ^was converted at the age of six- 
teen, and united with the Congregational church in that sec- 
tion of the town on the 4th of January, 1756. 

Br. Shepherd, by profession a physician, one day on a visit 
to a patient, took up the little tract referred to, ^^ Norcott on 
Baptism," and becoming deeply interested in it, read it care- 
fully, and at length fully embraced the sentiments it advocated* 
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1:2 msTOBicAL mBeovB&m. 

Shortly afterwards he avoMysd his belief in the seniamenti of 
(the Baptists, and was baptized into the fellowship of the Bap- 
tist church by Dr. Hezekiah Smith of Haverhill in June, 177^. 
Soon afler embracing the sentiments of the Baptists, he 
felt himself called of God to the work of the Christian minis- 
try, and was accordingly ordained at Stratham in 1771, by 
Drs. Stillman of Boston, Smith of Haverhill, and Manning of 
Providence, and became pastor of that church. This same 
year his preaching became abundantly blessed by the Great 
Head of the church in Brentwood, and a church was there 
constituted, of which he became the pastor." This <5hurch 
grew rapidly under his ministrations of the word* He extend- 
ed his faithful and laborious efforts to build up the kingdom of 
Christ througliout all that region, a^nd was greatly owned of 
<jod, — ** the word grew and prevailed mightily." Extensive 
revivals of religion prevailed, the deadness and formalism of 
the established churches were shaken by the power of a spirit- 
ual life — tjue religion in a remarkable manner was promoted, 
and branches of the Brentwood church were formed in many 
neighboring towns. % 

Dr. Shepherd and Dr. Smith of Haverhill began at this 
time frequently to visit this place and tp preach the gospel in 
private dwellings^— the people listened earnestly and solemnly 
io the word of life. These men of God and others of a like 
faith were much encouraged in their labors, ai>d from the year 
1770 to 1780, although there was no regularly established 
jsociety of the Baptists, yet there were frequent meetings 
held by some of God's ministers of that persuasion. The 
preaching of these men was eminently simple, lucid and evaur 
^elical ; arousing the people from the stupid formality and 
fruitless profeseions into whi^h a large majority of the estal^^ 
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Eahed churches had fikUen, and led to a deep and fixed atten- 
tion, and an anxious concern for their souls and a preparation 
of heart for the ^vor of Qod. Under such ministrations, 
owned as they were of the spirit of God, converts were multi- 
plied, churches formed, and the truth of Qod sounded forth 
all around. 

This spiritual awakemng and reformation increased the fol- 
lowers and members of the Baptist faith in the towns of Salis- 
bury, Amesbury and South Hampton, many forsaking the 
Pedo Baptist churches and societies with which they had been 
connected, began to hold separate meetings on the Sabbath 
and other days. These meetings were held first at different 
private residences of brethren at South Hampton, but soon an 
mcrease of members by converdbns and a union with brethren 
m other towns, gave ^em strength to establish a permanent 
meeting at the house of Jonathan Glougb of Salisbury, about 
one and a half miles from the village, on the road to Seabrook. 
This arrangement continuied for some years. ^ 

The 27th of September, 1780, is memorable as the period 
when these brethren of Salisbury, Amesbury and South 
Hampton, then numbering twenty-four, uiae males and fifteen 
females, were organized as a branch of the Brentwood church. 
The names of these constituent members were as fdlows: 

Ephbaim Cabteb, Hannah Woodman, 

Jeremuh Fland£bs, Maby Chase, 

WiLUAM BaGLBT, AbAGAIL M0B8E, 

John Mobse, Hannah Goodwin, 

Isaac Mobbill, Rhoda Ring, 

Thomas Flandsbs, Susannah Fnrsy 

David Cubbiebi Exjnicb Goye. 

Moses Chase, Abjlqml Cubbibb, 

Babnabd Cubbibb, Oute Clovgh, 

Abagail Cabteb, Anna Clottgh, 

Maby Flandebs, Mabt Bbown, 

Sabah Ring, WuoikJiiM JusfDWa^ 
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14 HI8T0BI0AL DISCOtTBSES. 

These christian disciples acting upon the sure ^ord of prom- 
ise, set np the banner of truth in the name of Jesus and 
pledged themselves in the presence of God and entered into 
.covenant with each other to support and maintain the worship 
of Almighty God and to keep and defend the institutions of 
the gospel as they had received them. That they might do ali 
things in order and to the edification of the body, they chose 
one of their number, Moses Chase, as a preacher to improve 
his gift among them a part of the time. Barnard Currier 
was chosen to the office of Deacon and David Currier to that 
of Clerk. Dr. Shepherd, the Pastor of the parent church, 
was invited to labor with them one fourth of the time for a 
year, and they obligated themselves for the payment of one- 
fourth of his support. Some of the descendants of the ori^- 
nal constituent mmibers of the church still live among us. 
Some are worthy members of the church, and that feeble and 
persecuted band has never been forsaken of the Lord, but by 
his blessing it has grown into an mdependent church of strength 
and usefulness, having been preserved from discord and dis- 
union apd blest with frequent and extensive revivals of religion. 

While Dr. Shepherd continued to hold the pastoral relation 
of the Brentwood church and its branches, those brethren in the 
church possessing rare gifts in the exposition of the scriptures 
or in understanding of the doctrines of the church, were invi- 
ted to the work of preaching the gospel as the providence of 
God might seem to indicate duty. We find, in accordance 
with this plan, a number of the same church possessing the 
requisite gifts and encouraged to speak in their public assem* 
blies. The usual form of license ^ren them by the church 
was that they be invited ^^ to the improvement of their gifts/' 
Hence certain portions of the time were improved by different 
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HISTOBIOAL DISCOUftSBS. 15 

members. These men received but little, if anj, eompensar 
tion — supported their families by their secular labors, and yet 
many of them were studious and faithful in their work of 
preaching the gospel. Comparatively few of them, however, 
seem to have ever been inducted into the pastoral office. But 
while attending to their secular employments for support they 
were willing to preach when a door of usefulness seemed opened 
far them. Some of these, however, were possessed of gifts 
for the work, which the church could not afford ta lose, and 
they were invited to assume the sacred vows of ordination and 
to be set apart to the Christian ministry. It was also the prac- 
tice of the church to encourage the greatest degree of freedom 
in their religious meetings which could consistently be allowed 
without infringing a proper decorum in (Jivine service, and the 
orderly conduct of their meetings. Hence we find the prac- 
tijce of laymen speaking at the close of the sermon, and the 
whole membership encouraged to speak or pray as the spirit 
might indicate duty. If this spirit was in some instances car- 
ried to extremes and apparent confusion followed, it was in* 
variably checked by the more grave and devout, while the 
spirit of religious freedom— the bonds of christian union and 
the fellowship of the saints found among them, contrasted most 
beautifully with the dead formalism, the listless indifference 
and deathlike want of spirituality found among the churches 
supported by the .State. These brethren, poor, despised and 
stigmatized as they were, enjoyed much of the presence of the 
Divine Master in their assemblies. The place of their meet- 
ing, though destitute of external attractions, was to them a 
heavenly place, and the fellowship of kindred minds in their 
meetings of religious conference, led them oft to sjbsg in th^ 
i3pidt,y if not the words of the poet, 
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16 HISfDBICAL BISOOURSB^ 

'* Forgotten be each worMly theme 
When ChrMtians see each other thus. 
We only wish to speak of Him 
Who lived and died and reigns, for us.'' 

And, Bay brethren, may it not be a subject of profitable eoqiriry 
fhv us, whether, with our multiplied &cilities, and in some re- 
jects, better regulated public meetings, we may not haye suf* 
fered in spiritual freedom and unction. 

It is due to the memory of that good man and devoted* ser- 
vant of God, Dr, Samuel Shepherd, that a brief sketch of his 
official character and labors m the ministry in this place should 
here be gjven. Time and space forbid any extended remarks,, 
but as the founder of this Church, his deeds demand of us, at 
least, a passing tribute of just appreciati(Hk Possessing the 
advantages of a liberal education, having been trained to the 
medical profession, of a bdd and energetic spirit — decided and 
prompt in action, of considerable warmth and earnestness as a 
preacher, tenacious and unwavering in asserting and defending 
his distinctive denominatiooU sentiments; yet courteous in 
manners, and free to concede to others their full rights ; he 
was generally beloved and highly esteemed of all who knew 
him. Though often violently persecuted and his motives as- 
sailed, yet few men could wield a mightier influence in this 
vicimty than Dr. Shepherd. Many live still to attest to his 
&ithfulness and success. Even his bitterest foes were silenced, 
if they would stop and listen to his pungent exhibitions o( truth* 
A wdl authenticated incident illustrative of this truth, may be 
here inserted. A constable, by the name of Eaton, bemg in- 
formed that Dr. Shepherd was to hold a meeting at the house 
of widow Bbg, known among us as the 'Bmg house,' made his 
appearance with a ^mg of mien {(x the purpose of arresting 
the mmister and breaking ixp ihe meeting; Dr. Shepherd 
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HISTORICAL DISCOURSES. 17 

seeing them approach and confident of their mtentions, stopped 
in the midst of his discourse and thus addressed them : — ^^ If 
you wish to know my authority for preaching the gospel, here 
it i«" — ^holding up the bible in his hand and extending it to- 
wards Uiem, " Sere are my credmtidl%^^ and then reading 
some portions of God's word with solemnity and unction, he 
resumed his discourse. His adversaries ashamed and silenced, 
listened and then left him unmolested. This is but one in- 
stance illustrative of mspy. He was annoyed by civil magis- 
trates and the established clergy. But he met it only with a 
spirit of christian forbearance and kind remonstrance. Among 
his papers we find a remonstrance sent to a minister settled at 
North Hampton. It is a plain, christian-like statement of 
facts, and well illustrates Dr. Shepherd's spirit in dealing with 
his opposers. I quote a large part of the document, suppress- 
ing the names of the leaders in the disgraceful outrage. It 
was addressed to the Rev. Mr. McClure : 

" I was repeatedly requested by John Lamprey, Samuel Mpulton, J. 
Brown and others, living in your Parish, to visit them and preach to 
them Jesus Christ, but not having an opportunity for some months, at 
length I was requested to visit them and baptize a number who were in 
duty bound to answer their consciences, in* the manner I believe the 
scriptures command. Upon that I visited and preached to them peace- 
ably ; and finding, upon examination, that they appeared honest, and 
were really according to what light they had attained, Anti-pedo-Bap- 
tists in their principles, I appointed July 15th, 1782, to visit them again, 
and baptize them if nothing prevented. And we being peaceably as- 
sembled, according to appointment, at the house of Mr. Joseph Brown, 
in North Hampton, while 1 was engaged in preaching, these men, * 

***** all professed members of the church of 
Christ in North Hampton under your care, as I am informed, did, to- 
gether with a number of o^her inhabitants of the Parish, make a forcible 
entrance into J. Brown's house, aforesaid, wh^e we were worshipping 
2 
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God, and jome of them having forced their way through the assembly to 

my person, the said t ■. — assaulted me. I told him to be still and 

not disturb us in our worship of God, but he said he would not ; upon 
that, finding such a noise was raised that I could not proceed, I addressed 
myself to them, informing them that their conduct was contrary to 
the laws of God and the State, but was answered by one, I cannot tell 

his name, " law or no law, you shall not proceed ;" and Mr. — — r , 

with some of his attendants, declared that if I went to baptize them, " they 
would prevent it by force." Nay, they would not suffer me to stay as a 
private man until the next morning, unless I risked being mobbed and 
abused. Thus having given you and your church a short account of the 
men's conduct above named, which can be abundantly proved, I con- 
ceive, Sir, that yourself and the body of your church, as men of reason 
and professed subjects to the laws of Christ, must be sensible that every 
individual has a natural and inalienable right to worship God according 
to the dictates of his own conscience, and ought not to be molested or 
hurt for his so doing, for no equivalent can be given in the room thercr 
of; and, whereas, we have a. particular instance recorded in Luke's 
gospel, 9th chap. 50th verse, where John forbid one casting out devils 
in Christ's name, because he did not follow them, Jesus said unto them, 
*' Forbid him not ;" from which I conclude that neither you or I have a 
right, as christians, to forbid any other christians of whatever denomi- 
nation, that confesses -that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, to worship 
in Christ's name, especially by force and arms or threatening words.^— 
It is contrary to every precept of the laws of Christ and repugnant to 
the spirit of the gospel. I pray you, sir, to read to your brethren, Rom^ 
12th chap., and especially notice the apostolic precepts, from the 18t.h 
verse to the end of said chap.; and then judge if the conduct of your 
brethren before named is not worthy of admonition unless they repent 
and confess and forsake.* 

All I re(juest in behalf of myself and brethren, that dwell in your 
parish is, that they may have the liberty of enjoying the gifcs of their 
brethren in the ministry occasionally, and having the ordinances admiur 
istered among them, without being put in fear by threatenings of the 
loss of property or lives or limbs, &c., even by the professed members 
of the same Lord Jesus, before whose judgmeijt seat we must all apt 
pear in a short time to give up oi^r apcount. 
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If, therefore^ the afor&-named bretliren of your ehureh will give satis- 
faction that they will not do so any more, nor aid or assist others in so 
doing, it is all we request. But if they refuse, we expect you will ad- 
monish them, and if you do not it will evidently appear, that although 
their conduct before related is contrary to all the laws of Christ, that 
you uphold them in so doing, and we must look to God and the civil 
powers for relief." 

These remonstrances, however, availed nothing in allaying 
the spirit of persecution. The " sect " to which he belonged 
•^* was everywhere spoken against," and he as a leader, must 
bear the reproach of his denommation. These defences and 
statements of facts live in history to indicate the spirit of Dr. 
Shepherd, even towards his bitterest opposers. He joyfully 
suffered with his brethren for those principles so* deaf to his 
heart, and lived and died beloved by his own people. His 
name is cherished in all the churches among which he went 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom. The names of the good 
" shall be held in lasting remembrance." 

• It is highly creditable to this newly constituted body of 
christians, that among'the very first acts which they felt that 
duty demanded of them was to make provision for the poor 
and needy saints. And in that small band of disciples was 
founi^some who were poor in worldly goods but rich in faith 
and ornaments to the church. 

November 7th, 1781, we find a record as follows : — "Agreed 
to contribute a little money as a stock for needy brethren and 
.sisters, and that Dear. Barnard Currier be entrusted with the 
^ame." On the following month that all reluctance might be 
removed from the minds of those who deserved their aid, 
they passed the following : — " Agreed that if any brother or 
i^ister is needy, he or she that is needy, be desired with free- 
4offi to ask the chur^eh to relieve them." These records are 
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illustrative of the common and I believe universal practice* of 
the denomination. They believe it to be a sacred religious 
obligation resting upon them, to aid, according to their ability, 
in supporting the sick and needy among them. 

The law of the State at this time barely tolerated the exis- 
tence of other religious bodies aside from those it had estab^ 
lished. Persons having a certificate from the minister and 
other leading members known as belonging to other religious 
bodies, stating that the bearer did worship with them and help 
support the gospel among them, might be released from the obli- 
gation of paying taxes for the support of the parish minister. 
Hence, we find recorded, with names attached, tiie following 
declaration : — 

" We, the subscribers, being sensible that every reKgiou* society 
must be at charges to support the ministry of the word and many other 
expenses arising from time to time to discharge the dutiea of a religious 
community, and whereas the law of the land gives liberty of conscience 
and a right to join and attend with whatever religious societv w^e please ; 
we, being conscious that the* Anti-Pedo Baptist Churches are most in 
accordance to Scripture in their principles and way of supporting the 
ministry of the gospel, have applied to the Anti-Pedo Baptist Church, 
belonging to South Hampton and Salisbury, to join them, and- being 
received by said church as members of said society, we hereby sign their 
church book to signify our willingness, according to our ability, t^assist 
in supporting their religious cause. Witness our hand, &c." 

This declaration made and their names enrolled on the 
records, they received a certificate from the proper authorities 
of the society. We find a form as follows, in the year 1784, 
prepared by a Committee from the church and society : — 

" We, the subscribers, being chosen a Committee by the Society of 
the people called Anti-Pedo Baptist, who meet together for religious 
worship on the Lord's Day in South Hampton, to exhibit a list or lists 
of persons belonging to said Society or Congregationi do certify that A, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HUSTOKICAL DISCOURSES. 21 

"B. «md C. B. of Salisbury and inhabitants of the second parish in said 
town, do frequently and usually when able, attend with us in our meet- 
ings for religious worship on the Lord's Day, and we do verily believe 
are, with respect to the ordinance of baptism, of the same religious 
sentiments with us. 

Elder Samiiel Shepherd, ^ 

Dea. Barnard Currier, > Committee. 

Jeremiah Flanders, ) 

The meetings for religious worship were constantly main- 
tained, though changed from place to place in the private 
dwellings of the brethren. The church increased slowly 
and cases of discipline occured, yet the brethren held on in 
their integrity, though annoyed by petty, lawless persecutions 
and frequent acts of violence from the officers of the parishes 
and the irreli^ous part of the community. 

On the 30th of April, 1783, Dea. Barnard Currier was 
approbated to preach the gospel and at the same meeting dele- 
gates were appointed to attend a council to be held in Canaan, 
N. H., and to assist in ordaining^, if they should deem it 
advisable, Thomas Baldwin as Pastor of that church. This 
was the Thomas Baldwin, afterwards so distinguished as a 
divine and a preacher in Boston and whose praise is in all the 
churches of our land. 

From the scanty records kept by the church and from other 
Bources still open to ua, we- gather the fact that the church 
continued to hold its strength and gradually to gain some 
by additions, though its members remained comparatively small 
and the people were much scattered. Subscriptions were 
«yery year renewed, a part of Dr. Shepherd's salary was paid 
by these brethren and something given to defray the traveling 
expenses of those ministers who, in the providence of God, 
insited and preached unto them the gospel of the kingdom. 
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The amount usually raised for the support of the gospel wa» 
about one hundred dollars annually. Which sum, though not 
large, was suflScient to defray their expenses and was generous 
for the limited means they possessed. Their number, it should 
be remembered, was at this time but small. The pecuniary 
circumstances of many among them were exceedingly straight- 
ened, while some doubtless erred in carrying too far their 
prejudices against the payment of a stipulated sum for the' 
support of the ministry. Ministers and churches of the 
denomination protested against the abuses imposed upon the 
people by the established churches. Fixed salaries were rec- 
ognized by law and the people compelled to pay for the support 
of a ministry which in many instances gave unmistakable evi- 
dence of a want both of grace and of humanity. Hence their 
decided testimony against what they deemed an hireling min- 
istry. 

We have referred to the act of the church at its first regular 
business meeting in choosing Moses Chase, one of the constit- 
uent members of the church, to exercise in their public assem- 
blies the gift which the Holy Spirit had committed to him for 
expounding to the people the word of God, and for the edifica- 
tion and growth of the society in the knowledge of God. This 
call was not to the charge of the church at this time — not to 
ordination and the exclusive work of the ministry — ^but it was 
simply a license from his brethren to preach, and an invitation 
for him to use the gift within him among them as might be 
convenient. This license was ^ven lum on the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1780. He was afterwards invited to receive ordina- 
tion, and the solemn services of that interestmg occasion were 
held at Brentwood on the 2nd day of December, 1789. As 
he was employed a part of the time as a stated supply to thia 
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fthurch and administered the ordinances of God's house, we 
may regard Mr. Chase as the first Pastor of this Branch 
Church. 

Elder Moses Chase, for that was the title he bore among 
the people, was born, August 30, 1736 — licensed as a minister 
of the gospel, Sept. 27, 1780, and was ordained 2nd of Dec. 
1789. He continued his ministry in this place and in neigh- 
boring towns until near the time of his death, which event oc- 
curred at his residence at Amesbury Ferry, Feb.. 5th, 1797, 
aged 69 ye^rs. His funeral was attended by Dr. Hezekiah 
Smith of Haverhill. Elder Chase shared largely in the con- 
fidence of his brethren, and died beloved and lamented far 
beyond the bounds of his own denomination. 

Though destitute of the advantages of an early liberal edu- 
cation, yet he was not uneducated in spiritual things. He 
was a wise and prudent counsellor, an earnest preacher, and 
a useful minister. His* life is reported as of a most exemplary 
character, which secured for him the esteem of even those who 
were bitter opposers of his sentiments. We find him laboring 
in connection with Elders Hovey, Eastman and others, until 
he was discharged from his service on earth and entered on 
his reward among the faithful in heaven. 

Of Mr. Chase's descendants, many remain among us highly 
respected in the community, honored for their moral integrity 
and worth. Some of them live to labor and pray in connec- 
tion with the same church of which he was the first pastor, 
while others hold honorable relations in other communions* 
Thus instead of the fathers we have the children of the third 
and fourth generation of them that fear God and keep his 
commandments. 

The sabject of becoxmng a separate, independent church 
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frequently occupied the minds of the brethren, but met with 
a decided opposition from brethren in some sections of the 
church. In 1793, Margh 13th, the question came up, by ap- 
pointment for discussion, but owing to. a disagreement on the 
part of brethren in the upper part of South Hampton and 
Kingston, it was finally dropped, and the brethren, though 
acting virtually as an independent body, yet continued to re- 
tain their standing as a branch of the church at Brentwood. 

On the 16th of May, 1794, Jabez True and Thomas Flan- 
ders were elected to the office of deacons in the church. 
Dea. True was a young man and a young member of the 
church. Dea. Thomas Flanders was baptized at Brentwood, 
in 1777, when but a lad of 14 years, some three years before 
this branch church was formed. 

At this meeting the church voted to observe the ordinance 
of the Lord's supper every month, alternating between South 
Hampton and Salisbury and to hold a Church Conference 
Meeting on the afternoon of Friday, preceding the Commun- 
ion, at 2 o'clock. This Church Conference has been statedly 
observed by the church since that time, a period of sixty-six 
years. At the same meeting, Barnard Currier, who had been 
encouraged to improve his gifts in the church, some years 
before, was appointed as one of its preachers, with special 
reference to his laboring in South Hampton and Kingston. 

From this date on to the close of the century we find only the 
spirit of peace, of enlarged fellowship and the evidences of 
the good hand of God being upon the people. The word of 
the Lord grew and steadily prevailed ; the Lord adding unto 
his church such as should be saved. Honorable mention is 
made in the church records of those venerable men of God, 
whose labors in the ministry, whose self-sacrificing toils and 
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sjifierin^ for Christ, and whose godly lives have secured for 
ihem an undying rememhrance in many hearts and a noble 
reward from a faithful God. 

Elder John Peak, N. Hooper, and others of a like spirit, 
yisited and much encouraged this people. Their visits were 
ever highly pleasing to the saints and profitable to the cause 
of the Redeemer. 

On a review of the church's history thus far, we are at a 
loss to ascertain what in their principles, their doctrines, their 
regular and devoted lives, or their influence in the community, 
could have excited so much hostility and ill-will against them. 
They were men of peaceful lives, farmers, mechanics and 
others representing the middling interests of society. Yet 
their names seem "to have created a general alarm, and the 
apprehension of their existence and toleration, was enough to 
unsheatfi the sword of persecution and to arouse a relentless 
opposition," Yet they ever advocated only the principles of 
the Prince of Peace. They steadily disclaimed the doctrine 
that " the civil sword should be wielded by the magistracy in 
professed defence of religion." Asserted that " the state 
church was not always identical with the true church-^^that all 
force applied to religion tends to neutrali?e its whole charac- 
ter, which must consist m a voluntary surrender of the soul 
unto God,"-^hence that '^ every man in matters of religion 
must be left free to hold, believe and act, according to his 
convictions of duty, without being restrained or constrained 
by the interference of the civil power or the proscriptions or 
prosecutions of any man or body of men." 

In advocating the true and only scriptural administration 
of the christian initiatory rite of baptism, the Baptists were 
accused of making it an essential of salvation ; of exd>lting ai^ 
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institution of the church, a form and seal, into ani indisperi- 
sible requisite of admission into the kingdom of heaven. Yet 
nothing could be more foreign to their solemn convictions of 
triith or their invariable and united declarations on this point. 
The doctrine asserted and defended by them everywhere, in 
public and in private, in preaching and in personal conversa- 
tion was, that no baptism was valid hut that which was the 
profession of aft antecedent faith — that unless saving faith 
was first experienced, baptism was neither required nor accep- 
table in God's sight and could not be justifiably administered 
in the christian church. So far did they disavow and con- 
demn the idea of baptismal regeneration, or the exalting of a 
ceremony into a cardinal doctrine of faitli, that they declared 
their firm belief that. " no distinction could be made in the 
eyes of Almighty Justice between the infant of a christian or 
an unbeliever,'' and hence they absolutely denied the validity 
of all involuntary baptism, and even the administration of the 
ordinance in its only scriptural form of immersion, unless an 
evangelical saving faith was first avowed. The rite itself con- 
ferred no moral qualities. They believed in "c?7ie Lord,^ the 
only King and law-giver in Zion, to whom alone they owed 
and acknowledged implicit obedience. " One faith,^^ personal, 
spiritual, intelligent,— -"c^we haptism^^ the baptism of Christ's 
own institution — to which he himself submitted and set us an 
example that we should follow his steps, — the only baptism 
known in the apostolic age and for more than two hun- 
dred years after Christ, and has in every . age been sacredly 
observed by a persecuted sect, few in numbers, but loyal to 
Christ and truth. And to all their opponents and persecutors, 
their kind christian answer' when in sufferings, or when called 
to a defence of their faith waa in substance thus :— ^^ Beli^a 
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k 2k personal matter ; its faith is a personal faith f the duties 
it requires are personal duties. Every man is held personalltf 
redpoDsiUe to God and not to man for his faith and practice, 
and hence we cannot allow any man or any hody of meuj'to 
step in between us and our Maker and control the decisions of 
our consciences. The realm of conscience is too sacred to be 
invaded by man." It was in defence of such heaven-conferred 
doctrines as these, doctrines loved and cherished now by the 
true christian everywhere, that our honored fathers suflfered, 
and having defended and preserved them inviolate, have be- 
queathed them unto us, their children, that we may preserve, 
disseminate and transmit them to those who may come after 
us. May we be faithful stewards and guardians of so holy a 
trust. 

These are the plain, simple statements of truths now univer-' 
sally received in this land by every protestant communion. 
And we as a denomination having been blest of God and greatly 
increased in all that constitutes oar real strength, or that con.- 
tributes to our future advancement and glory, — We, the liap- 
tists of thid age, and the church of God in this laud of every 
name, and the entire Protestant world have a large and sacred 
debt of obligation and acknowledgment to pay, to those hon- 
ored fathers and mothers of a former age — who suffered with 
all patient endurance, who prayed in unfaltering faith in Gody 
and hoped in joyous assurance for the coming of that day of 
religious freedom, which all now so fully and richly enjoy. 

Justice to men and principles may be tardy in her advances, 
yet, she is sure in the bestowmerit of her rewards at last. 

"Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again^ 

The eternal years of God are hers ; 
But Error, wounded, writhes in pain, 

And dies amid hei worsjiippers." 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 HISTORICAL MSCOURSBB. 

The Baptists can wait their day of just admowledgment 
with all confidence. Even now the children of those who per- 
secuted our fathers are bringing their wreaths of honor, and 
hastening to encircle with praise the names and memories of 
those who purchased for them as well as us, the rich inheri- 
tance of "Religious Freedom." May we, my brethren, while 
we enjoy greater privileges and vastly superior advantages to 
our fathers, be ambitious to be more devout towards God and 
more useful to our fellow men than even they were, for "where 
much is given, much will be required." We have none of the 
open persecutions, none of the civil disabilities or the ecclesias- 
tical oppressions of a former age to encounter ; let us then take 
higher and broader views of the responsibflities and duties of 
the christian church, and " be steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as we know 
that our labors are not in vain in the Lord." 
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" Onl^ fear the Lord and serve Him in trirtji with all your heart; 
for consider how great things He hath done for you.** 
— Ist Samuel 11 : 24th. 

This is the pious exclamation of a devout heart. Is there 
not enough, my hearers, in the personal history of each one 
of us to call forth expressions of humble gratitude unto the 
Lord ? Do not the great things He has done for us, his mani- 
fold blessings, his rich and abounding mercies, demand that 
we serve him in truth and with all our hearts ? God's service 
is the life of the soul. The exalted privilege and imperative 
duty of every intelligent being. And it is the consciousness 
that we have fulfilled these obligations and have pleased God, 
that makes life's reviews seasons of sacred pleasure, and calm, 
hallowed enjoyment to our souls, while the consciousness of 
violating our moral obligations to our Maker and sinning against 
his commands, makes every retrospect of the past painful 
and saddening. Hence the propriety and importance of the 
injunction of the prophet in our text, " Only fear the Lord and 
serve him in truth, with all your heart ; for consider how great 
things he hath done for you.'* And this review is not only 
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profitable to the individual but also to the church — God*s care 
of ber?^his defence and protection afforded, and the gracious 
manifestations of his providential dealings toward her, give 
ample encouragement and should excite all the friends of the 
church to renewed and untiring service. 

The brief sketch of the church given in the former dis- 
course closed with the death of Elder Chase. This event ren^ 
dered the church dependent largely on the services of itinerant 
ministering brethren for the administration of the ordinances 
among them as well as for preaching on the Sabbath. Dr. 
Shepherd, however, as the pastor of the parent church, and 
hence of all its branches, continued to visit them occasion-^ 
^lljr, and especially on seasons of baptism, when the Lord's 
Supper was also administered. We find records also of the 
visits of Elders Ambros mi John Peak, In case of a failure 
in the supply by a regularly ordained minister, the brethren 
in the church who had been licensed to preach were called 
upon to officiate in the public ministration of the word, which 
they did with much acceptance. The place of meeting was 
also removed from the house of Mr. Clough to a building at 
the Comer, nearly opposite Amos Morrill's house. This was 
but a small, inconvenient building, illy fitted for divine service, 
without carpeted aisles or cushioned seats or benches, but one 
within their means of hiring. At a small expense they pre- 
pared this rude, simple building with a stand for the minister, 
and elevated seats for the singers. This was cold and uncom^ 
fortable at the season of the year when the weather was severe 
and they were without any facilities of warming the house, yet 
they here worshipped God— enlarged the numbers of their 
congregations and found the place to them, often " the house 
of God and d^e gate of heayeQ." 'Ufanj pious waiting Sin^T 
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fion's and Anna's found this a hallowed place to their souls. 
Here was God's feast of love, — the King himself spread for 
them the table and they supped with him and he with them. 
It was the true lov.e-feast of kindred minds^ — the antepast of a 
higher and holier communion of saints in heaven. True, no 
gems of choice lustre or gold bedecked the humble garb of 
these simple-hearted worshippers — no beauteous forms of the 
plastic art hung in wreathed garlands or graceful festoons from 
the rude walls of their place of worship, nor did the graceful 
spire point above to that home of the soul and temple of eternal 
praise for which they were preparing by their sincere acts of 
worship. With these they could well dispense — they needed 
no wealth of equipage, no artificial aids, no outward attractions 
to supplement their faith, or to give effect to the obedient and 
the reverent devotions of their hearts. They sought and found 
the God that answers prayer and they returned refreshed and 
their spiritual strength renewed, from their uncomfortable time- 
worn and unattractive place of worship. " God is a spirit, and 
seeketh such to worship him as worship in spirit and in truth,^^ 
Devout, soul worship, is independent of all exterior forms or 
conditions. We believe and live. The expression of that iur 
ward life is dependent upon no htiman aids — no conventional 
forms. True, these may help the expression of our devotional 
acts, and may conduce tp the desirable comfort of true wor- 
shippers, but they are not the spirit and life of religion. Hence 
from the rudest and most ui^idesirable places of worship, the 
humble saint has returned saying, " We have walked with God 
tK)-day" — ^while many have gone from their costly temples after 
^ season of listless, sleepy, and unprofitable worship, feeling 
|;hat the service of God was a " weariness," and the Sabbat^ 
l^e paost upwelcojiie of all t]ie days of the week. 
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Soon after the death of Elder Chase, whose life closed near 
the end of the century, Dea. Jabez True was inrited, by a vote 
of the church, to improve his gift in preaching among them. 
In the year 1801, we find him first recognized as a licensed 
preacher, and commencing among this people those valuable 
services, which for so many years, he rendered to the church 
and the cause of Christ in this town and the towns adjoining. 
The operations of the Divme Spirit Mtere most palpably mani- 
fest in leadmg and directing him in reference to the be^nning 
of his public ministry. 

While at work in his field, the spirit led his mind to medi- 
tate upon the 56th chap, of Isaiah, Ist verse. A whole ser- 
mon at once opened to his mind from these words, and the 
impression became fixed in his mind that it was his duty to 
preach the gospel. He preached his first sermon from these 
words, in the meeting house then occupied by the church. 
For the years 1801 and 1802, thirty dollars compensation per 
annum was voted him for services. In 1803, eighty dollars, 
and in 1804 all the money raised, and he was received as a 
stated supply, and invited to admit into the pulpit and exchange 
with such as he saw fit. We find also the following record, 
illustrative of the attachment of the brethren to him and the 
high estimation in which his talents were held : 

Voted, That Dea. Jabez True continue with us and improve his gift 
in the church and society according to his ability, and we wish him to 
examine his own feelings, as it respects his duty to God and to the 
church of Christ in reference to being ordained. 

To this communication of the church, Dea. True replied 
after a suitable time for prayer and deliberate consideration 
had elapsed^ declining to be considered a candidate for ordi- 
nation. In reaching this decision we may feel assured that he 
acted from a sense of unworthiness to assume the high and 
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sacred responsibilities of the position of one ordained to ttie 
great work of preaching the gospel, and from a sense of his 
own inadequacy to the pastoral relation which his brethren 
were desirous he should assume. 

The communion seasons of the church had become irregular 
ud much diflSculty was experienced in obtaining an ordained 
minister to admmister the ordinances for the church. Dr. 
Shepherd began to be srtlvanced in years, yet visited them 
occasionally to baptize those who had applied for admission to 
the church, and to administer the communion of the Lord's 
Supper. Elders Ambros, Robinson, Peak and Lovell, also 
"dated them occasionally. These men were honored in the 
churches for their true piety, their zeal for Grod and their 
suffering? and trials endured for their peculiar, distinctive 
sentiments. Meetings for conference and business were fre- 
quently held in this village, generally at this time at the house 
©f David Currier. These seasons were oftentimes of great 
spiritual refreshing to their souls. They loved each other as the 
^sciples of Jesus Christ, they loved the church and her insti- 
tutions, and their sufferings for the defence of a common faith 
created in them a common and endeared sympathy for pach 
other. 'They were marked and despised by the world around 
them, but they clung the more closely to each other, and could 
say with all sincerity and truth, 

" Before our Father's throne 

We pour our ardent prayers ; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 

We share our mutual woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear ; 
And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear." 

3 
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These sentiments were not mere poetical rhapBo3ies«>«-iicft 
'overstrained licenses of an enthusiastic faith, but their oneness 
-of interests, sympathies and suffermgs made i^em one in heMrt* 
They loved as saints— th^y were not faultless, but they were 
"christian^ aad charitable to ^ach other's faults. 

In 1806, we find the name of one acting on committee as a 
^member of the society, who from that day .to this Jiias sustained 
an honorable and efficient relation t»th^ society. I x^t^ 
Thomas Boardman*^a name identified with this reli^us in- 
'terest before there was any organized society-^as was his 
father before him, so in turn was the S(m entrusted with offices 
'of trust and confidence. This is the only name handed dowB 
to us which we recognise, dating back as far in the remote 
-past, as the jabove period of Efiore than fifty-fomr years^ A few 
years later, as we shall see in. our annals, ihe names of others 
-^till livmg mil appear. But alas, how few of the fathers anA 
^mofhers of earlier times yet linger among us^ mi how rapid]^ 
•the number is growing less« 

Dea. True continued his labors m the work of tiie nunistry^ 
securing constantiy and in all the circuits of his preaching the 
respect and affections of the people. He visited and pread^ 
in neighboring towns, and found in ihe good providetncs of God 
an open door before Inm that he might preach unto the pe(^ 
the word of life. His heart wfis evidenOy in the great work, 
and the people were desirous to hear. Li 1804 we find in his 
Journal the records of his preaching in Newburyport (New^ 
bury Joppa.). His first sermon there was preached from 
these beautiful words of Isaiah, 42nd, 11th,—" Let the in- 
habitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the 
TOOuntams.'* The church in* Newburyport was organized in 
1805, and Elder John Peak was their first pastor. 
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The years 1810, 1811 and 1812, Elder Chesswell preacliedl 
*h> the church a portion of the time, and Dea. True on those- 
Sabbaths preached in the vicmity. The meetings for confer- 
ence and prayer, church meetings and funerals, were usually 
attended by him, and he was the regular supply for a largo^ . 
part of the time. 

At a meeting of the church h«ld by appointment on the 7th., 
of March, 1811, Bea. Thomas^ Flanders, Benjamin Currier^. 
Joha Morrill, David Currier, and Joseph Flanders, in connec- 
tion, with Dea^ Tfiue,. were appointed a committee to draw up. 
a petition for an act of incorporation. The petitioners asked 
io be recogniaed as the First baptist Society of Salisbury. A 
copy of the original petition is still in the hands of the society,, 
and is appended to th^se papers. (See note A.) It was signed. 
on tiie 16th of May. Of the forty-six original signers, I 
befifive but four are found among the living, the others have^ 
fiaishe<i their course on earth and gone to the Gxeat Lawgiver- 
and find Judge <^ all. 

• The prayer of the petitioners having been granted, a war- 
lant was applied for to Jacob Brown, Esq. Justice of Peace,, 
iliat tiie petitioners might proceed legally to the choice of offi- 
cers and become organized as a religious; society. We have^ 
placed in our notes this application for the warrant and the- 
subsequent action thereon. (See note B.) 

This society in accordance with the warrant issued was or- 
ganized on the 26th of August, 1812. 

At their first meeting held on the 2nd of October, 1812,, 
the society expressed a desire that Dea. True should receive 
ordination and become their pastor. A committee of four was. 
, chosen to communicate the wishes of the society to Mr. True^ 
and also to visit the Parent Church at Brentwood in company 
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with Dea. True, and consult with Ihem upon the subject. This 
conference of the society's committee with the Brentwood 
church and with Dea. Trae resulted in the call of an Eccle- 
siastical Council from the neighboring churches, to advise with 
them upon the subject of his ordination, and if in theb judg- 
ment such a measure was deemed expedient, to make the 
necessary arrangements for his ordination to the sacred work 
of the gospel mmistry. The result of this council was the 
ordination of Elder True to the work of the ministry, and as 
the pastor of this church and society on the 5th of November, 
1812. We have not the account of these ordination services 
on the records. Elder True had preached as a licentiate of 
the church for twelve years, and spent a large part of his time 
in preaching for this church, of which he was the second pastor, 
and continued the relation until 1822. 

Elder True was bom in Salisbury in the East Parish, Jan- 
uary 23d, 1764. From his infancy his mother selected him 
for the work of the mmistry, and desired to have him educated 
for that work, but her death defeated her plans. He was, 
however, possessed of a good common education for the times, 
and a diligent and earnest student of the bible, and is reported 
to have read it through thirteen times in course, before he ar- 
rived at the age of twenty years. This gave him at this early 
age a good biblical knowledge. He was a teacher of music 
and taught a singing school at the Mills village, where he was 
brought under the faithful preaching of Elder Chase, Here 
his attention was arrested by the truths he heard — ^religious 
impressions followed him to his home, and soon after he was 
converted to God, and when about thirty years of age was 
baptized by Elder Chase and united with the Baptist church, 
Salisbury Mills. 
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The father of Elder True was warmly attached to the Con- 
gregationalists, and none of his children could be guilty of an 
act more repugnant to his feelings than that of uniting with 
the Baptist church. The first act of the father, who was a 
large land-holder in the town, was to disinherit his son for join- 
ing the Bj^tists. The next year, however, the feelings and 
spirit of the father became happily changed. He heard the 
Baptists preach and became convinced that he had been wrong- 
fully prejudiced against them, that they were sound in doctrine 
and a substantial people, and he received his son back again 
to his farm and service. He was afterwards unmolested at 
home in his religious opinions. We have seen the estimation 
in which he was held by his brethren, and his ardent and 
abundant labors m the ministry. That he ministered to this 
church for the space of more than twenty years, a part or all 
of the time, is a high testimony to his piety and ability as a 
mmister of Jesus Christ. His salary being small, his support 
was largely dependent on his farm, and his daily toils were 
demanded for the support of his family. Nevertheless, he 
never neglected the gift tiiat was in him when the call of duty 
demanded him to labor in the Master's service. Two reasons 
for a long time held him back ifrom assuming the vows of or- 
dination ; the one, the fact that he had not received like many 
others a liberal education, and the other that his dtuly labors 
demanded too much of his time to permit him to do as much 
as he wished in the work of the ministry. His life, however, 
both before and.after he became pastor of the church was one 
of prudence, exemplary piety, and a consecrated purpose of 
doing good. .The church gradually increased in numbers and 
strength under his ministiry, and lus labors were owned to the 
edification of the saints and the coQyertion of sinners to Christ. 
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UArmless and inoflfensive^ however, as was the Kfe of EM<nr 
True, he did not escape persecution. He belonged to a ^* seek 
everywhere spoken against." 

Being requested to go to Hampton to attend a funeral at 
the house of Mr. Joshua Lane, a favmer of consideraUe dis- 
ttfietion, he met with violent persectition. A riotom proeeed- 
mg had oiccurred a little before this in a field where the Bap- 
tists were holding divine service. The desi^ of the ^^ Paridi 
religion people/' as they were called, was te> drive the Baptists 
from the field. The rioters rushed upon them, firing guns, 
pulling iip vegetables and throwing at them, overtiirowing the 
stand upon which the preacher stood, and finally broke up the 
meeting. Mr. Lane, shortly afterward, having lost a son whom 
all loved and respected, and being dissatisfied with tlie conduct 
of the ecclesiastical leaders of the parish in reference to tiie 
affiur above named, sentfor Elder True to attend the funeral of 
his son and preach a sermon. When he had come within about 
two and a half miles of the place, a noted man, called a^utant 
Dow, met him with a tithing-man's pole, denoting autmmty^ 
and advised Imn to go back. Mr. Dow professed great respect 
for Elder Trucks fBUhet and relatives, and exhorted him witk 
plausible words to unmediately return and not bring scandiA 
upon his fiunily friends. He further informed lum that he 
would not be permitted to go on, as they had tar and feathers, 
prepared for him if be did permst. Elder True replied tiiat 
he was on his Master's buaness and dhould go forward. Mr. 
Dow then sought to bribe him by promising to give hun ^* a 
heifer and five sheep." Failing in this, he stood with his pole 
drawn in an attitude tfareatenbg to injure him. Elder True 
told him not to strike him for he waaon his Master's busuiess, 
and at the same moment ^ving the word of command to hia 
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\(Me^ escaped uninjured. Arriving at Hampton kc found the 
house crowded. Two clergymen of the establi^ed order. Rev. 
Mr. B. and Rev. Mr. W. sat directly before kin to note bis 
^rmon, and k)oking hia steadily in the face, sought to embar- 
Tass him in speaking. The preacher, however, soon became 
^engaged in Ins sermon, lost all embarrassment from the pres- 
<ence of the parish <)lergymen, and they, unable to write as fist 
iffi he preached, put up their pens and became mute listeners 
%o the remaiiftder of the sermon. 

Another petty persecution he endured on account of bemg 
taxed by ^e East Parish for the sapp<M't of their minister. 
He had freqmently preached for the society before this and 
tiie tax being levied against one known to belong to another 
"denomination imd an accredited minister in that denomination, 
was most manifestly unjust and contrary to the spirit of the 
iaw. Besides tiiis, it was an 8*ggravation of this unjust per- 
«ecuti(m, iliait this same society had so far recognized Mr« 
True's ministerial character as to receive from him gratuitous 
^official s^vkes. He had preached for them up to that daie, 
eleven Sabbailis, two Fast Days and one Thanksgiving day, uid 
attended twentynsix funerals. Hence he refused to pay tiiis 
%mlawful tax on the ground of his connection with another 
christian denonnnaticm and tiie unjust nature of tiie demand. 
Tbfy <^cer then seized his cow and sold her at public auoticm 
«nd after deducting the amount of the tax and tiie expenses 
incurred by the sale, returned him the remainder of the money* 
{See note 0.) The tax was renewed the next year, but iqpoa 
his peremptorily refu^ng to pay it, was withdrawn. Thest 
instances show tiie sprit of the times and let us into the his* 
tery of tihe trials and sufferings wMch these godly men 
were called upon to Endure for conscience sake. Yet tbey 
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conferred not with flesh and blood — God was with them, and 
their hearts were constantly cheered bj witnessing the evi- 
dences of his gracious power and the- cheering seals of the 
Divine approbation upon their labors. They were laborers 
together with God and he gave them success. 

The spirit of persecution against all who differed from the 
dominant church was the spirit of the times and the age. Tol* 
eration was not the doctrine or the piactice of the PuritanSi 
as their history most unequivocally proves. Escaping from 
the persecutions of the old world that they might enjoy free- 
dom to worship God for themselves, they soon rivalled the old 
persecuting hierachy from which they had fled, and seemed 
determined to outdo her in the supremacy with which they 
maintained their religious establishment, and the unholy sever- 
ity which they exercised towards all who differed from them. 

It has been objected to the Baptists that they were schis- 
matics, making divisions in the churches and disturbing the 
peace and tranquility of neighborhoods and settled paridiies. 
That truth should disturb the' tranquil reign of error and arouse 
men's mmds from the jnorbid stupidity of indifference to a 
search for truth, and as a consequence, to the calling in ques- 
tion of long established usages and practices is certainly to bo 
expected* And if breaking up the dead formalism of lifeless 
churches — ^if in&sing a new spiritual element into torpid and 
slumbering ecclesiastical bodies — ^if the assertion of great and 
fundamental truths, and the vindicating of gospel principles, 
denied and tarampled upon ajl over the State and the land, if 
these thmgs disturbed the quiet of communities and the peace 
of established churches, then must the Baptists, like their Di- 
vine Master and his Apostles — like the true witnessing gospel 
church of every age, {dead guilty to the charge. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



flISrOKlOAir DISCOURSES. 41 

The Baptists ever appealedtila the bible, independent of all 
human tradition, and by the bible alone wished to have their 
doctrines tried and their practice approved or condemned. 
They did not believe in the union of Church and State, and 
ever protested against it. They advocated the doctrine of a 
freedom of conscience to all men, whatever their belief, mak- 
ing them accountable not to man but to God alone for their 
belief. They rejected all forms of administering the ordinance 
of baptism, except immersion, as unscriptural, and infant bap- 
tism, because it is the act of a parent or sponsor for the child 
without the knowledge or consent of the child, and consequently 
not an i^elligent act, resting on the personal knowledge or 
faith of the phild, and hence is a direct interference with the 
freedom and subsequent choice of the child if converted and 
wishmg to make a public profession of faith before the world. 
Theirs was the spirit and the song of the Huguenots — 

" Our hearths we abandon, 
Our lands we resign ; 
But, Father, we kneel 
At no altar but thine." 

It was not, as it is frequently asserted, a question merely of 

the use of much or little water in baptism, but it was the vital 

question of a literal^ personal obedience to their Lord and 

Master. " In the word of God they found simple, intelligent 

statements of truth — they believed that the word of God was 

the only authority in matters of faith and practice, — that Christ 

was kmg in Zion, reigning over voluntary subjects by laws 

of his own ordination ; that the Apostles and Evangelists at 

the command of Christ went everywhere preaching the word, 

addressing to the hearts and consciences of intelligent and 

responsible men and women the claims of the Divine law, the 

necessity of a personal faith, and that all who by faith received 

4 
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Christ should profess him beftre the world by a voluntary 
baptism, and that true gospel churches were composed of men 
and women so converted and so baptized.'* Hence, they deem- 
ed it " a thing impossible to make christians of unconscious 
infants^^ and declared it corrupting to the churches, which 
should be separate from the world, to have unconverted per- 
sons received into them. Justification they believed to be 
by a personal faith, baptism a voluntary intelligent act, and 
religious services accepted only as it was free. They protested 
against coercion in religion, State churches, infant baptism, 
and all persecutions for religious opinions. 

Faith, said our fathers, is the gift of God. FaHh Com- 
eth by hearing and hearing by the word of God, hence all 
acceptable service is free, the voluntary offering of an mtelli- 
gent mind. Force and coercion of eVery kinJ they contend- 
ed were inadmissable in the church, inasmuch as religion is an 
affair between man and his God, men may voluntarily embrace 
it, but can never be forced to become christians. Hence, un- 
conscious infants must he denied admittance to the church, 
because reason and scripture unite in refusing to recognize the 
unintelligent infant as possessed of that faith which can only 
follow hearing and understanding the word of God. 

Hence we find the church as at its earliest date, so ever 
after, enduring trials for the defence of their principles and 
contending for the faith once delivered to the saints. They 
knew that truths of the largest magnitude were often of thq 
slowest growth. That time with his effacing hand must wipe 
off many prejudices and pre-conceived opinions from men's 
minds before the claims of truth would be seen. They hence 
in patience possessed their souls, remembering that ultimatQ 
victories are always en the side of truth. 
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Their creed, copies of which w€ now possess, was made 
flolely from the bible, and would do honor to any church of 
the present day. In their preaching they clearly and with 
jpuch power presented and defended the lost condition of man ^ 
by nature — his entire sinfulness and condemnation — the holi- 
jaess and spirituality of the Divine law — the imperative duty 
<pf all to obey its just and holy requirements, — the absolute 
necessity of the new birth or regeneration — the duty of all 
men immediately to repent and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ — the indispensable necessity of the eflScacious and free 
influences of the Holy Spirit as the efficient power in the soul's 
conversion-^the sovereignty of God in the calling, converting 
and saving of souls — the complete justification of all true be- 
lievers by faith through the righteousness of Christ — the per- 
severance of the saints through grace to final glory; and the 
final and eternal separation of the righteous and the wicked at 
the day of judgment, and an eternal state of happiness or of 
xnisery to follow according to the personal character which 
each individual shall be found to possess when they shall give 
up their account-to God, the judge of all. These were then 
and have ever been the cardinal doctrines of the denomination. • 

The position assumed by the established churches was that 
x)f a supreme ecclesiastical dictation-^a sovereignty in Church 
and State. They threw abroad the banner of imperial power. 
Their parishes and their churches were territorial, marked and 
defined by the laws of the State, and thus taking possession 
of the whole State, claimed over every inch of its territory an 
exclusive jurisdiction. Each parish thus settled by law in its 
bounds, claimed the obedience and spiritual dominion over 
jeach soul born withui its limits. The heaven-conferred prin- 
ciples of mail's inalienable lordship vof ]m own conscience mi 
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freedom of religious opinions, they severely denounced and 
condemned. Hence that freedom of conscience which all 
denominations now so happily and freely enjoy, the dearest 
and most sacred right of all men, was purchased for us as 
a priceless heritage by an unflinching testimony to the truth 
and the endurance of a wicked proscription. Yet our denom- 
inational fathers asserted and defended these precious princi- 
ples amid protracted conflicts and with martyr-like suflerings^ 
In carrying out their principles they were compelled 'to sep- 
a.rate themselves from those churches which were established 
by law, and which were inflicting upon all who dissented 
from them, fines, imprisonments, tortures and banishment,, 
in order to crush out the principle of religious liberty and 
to deprive them of a voluntary choice in the solemn profession^ 
of religion. A recent writer speaking of the churches in the 
days of Jonathan Edwards, a hundred years ago, says : 

" Seeing the great defection of the churches of New England, in con- 
sequence of their alliance with the State, the introduction of the half-way 
covenant, the lax theology of the churches well nigh spiritually ruined 
by their worldly views and unconverted ministry,, he, i. e. Edwards ^ 
• affirmed the great truth of a spiritual church separated from the worlds 
by the regenerating influence of the Holy Spirit and the power of a 
living faith uniting the believing soul to Christ. Everywhere that 
these doctrines, which were the doctrines asserted and defended by 
the Baptists, were preached, the number of Baptist churches multiplied 
rapidly, the spiritually minded and conscientious followers of Christ saw 
the inconsistency of advocating a spiritual church and a regenerated 
membership with the baptism of infants, incapable of faith or a knowl- 
edge of spiritual truth. And thus in all plaees where the freshness and 
■vigor of a new spiritual life was found, these Baptist churches multiplied 
to an unparalleled degree." 

It has been urged as a reproach to the denomination that it 
was opposed both to ministerial education and to stated saU 
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ones of their ministers. Neither of these charges are true of 
the denomination as a body — it may have been true of individ- 
ual churches. From the comipencement of the Baptist de- 
nomination^, to the present it has been blest with many honored 
names. Men of the most finished scholarship and of the most 
generous classical culture, whose influence for piety and learn- 
ing have been extensively felt in all parts, of the land. The 
Baptists have not on the one hand, repelled from the great 
work of the ministry, good men, apt to teach and furnishing 
<evidence.of a divine call to the sacred oflSce, because of a lack 
of intellectual culture, nor on the other hand have they failed 
.to see the importance toihe ministry of liberal learning. They 
.have not been indifferent to the work of ptpviding the best 
means in their power for securing those high advantages of a 
good education. But they 4id, and still do demand grace 
before learning, and then learning to the greatest practical 
.extent. They believed and do now believe that God calls 
into his work men oi all ranks, conditions and degrees of men- 
tal culture, who possess the greater qualifications of true 
piety and aptness to teach. Our system requires us to wel- 
.come into this service all whom God calls, and then to make * 
all as eflicient, as intellectually strong as circumstances will 
allow. But they never did fellowship to the ministry, men, 
educated .or uneducated, whose piety i?as of a doubtful char- 
acter, and whose call to the ministry lacked the evidences of 
.being of the Divine Spirit. 

If some of our earlier, denominational fathers in the ministry 
^thoroughly studied and understood but one book, that Book 
,was the Bible — God's own revelation. If in the broad sense 
.of the term they were untaught in classical and literary lore, 
jf scholastic tomes of plite leanung had never graced their 
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libraries, yet they were men of good native talent, eamesi? • 
thinkers — taught in the school of Christ and owned by the 
Great Head of the church in winning souls to the truth, and! 
extending the bounds and triumphs of the church. 

The objection made against them, that they were opposed 
to stated salaries, rests upon a misconception of their circum- 
stances and their times. They paid often specified* salaries, 
though not always. They had sufifered so severely from the 
unjust taxes imposed upon them to sustain men in " holy or- 
ders," whose piety they seriously doubted ; their property had 
been seized and sold to pay these " salaried men," whose min- 
istry they did not attend, and whose overbearing and unchris- 
tian spirit arme* against them the civil power, so that it is by 
no means strange that they chose what they esteemed a more 
voluntary method of meeting the wants of their ministers^ 
They did make provision for those who labored among them in 
the gospel and they recognized the doing of this, according to 
their abiUty , as a prmciple of Christian obUgation as the history 
of this and other churches amply proves. They beUeved in a 
voluntary and not a compulsory method of raising monies for 
the support of the gospel. They denied the right of govern- 
ment to tax and enforce by law the collection of stated salaries^ 
but they believed in supporting those who labored among them^ 
and their subscriptions, though to us they may appear small, 
yet were, in fact, often generous. The ministry was itinerant 
and secularized by daily toils, the people were scattered and 
their means straightened, strong prejudices also existed among 
the people against any stated amount of support. Yet every- 
where the ministers found a home in the houses and the hearts of 
the brethren, and many generous and timely* presents were 
transferred from the larder of the hostess to the needy preacher's 
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wagon. The period of the church's history which we have pass- 
ed in review before us thus far, had been a period of depression, 
of persecution and sufifering for principles. Its members under^ 
stood thoroughly all the points in controversy between them and 
their opponents. The doctrines were defined, asserted and 
discussed with freedom and the church stood on principles well 
imderstood and dearly cherished. Hence, though small in num- 
bers and weakin p'ecuniary strength, they possessed what was 
better than the stre^th of numbers or of wealth, an unwaver- 
ing integrity to principles— ^an invincible faith in God, and a 
cheerful endurance of every trial from love to their Savior and 
the sacred mission entrusted to them. They could suffer and 
sacrifice for the truth, but they never could betray or abandon it. 
It is not, however, to be supposed that all who worshipped with 
them or even connected themselves with the society were really 
Baptists at heart. Other considerations, doubtless, had an 
influence, aside from the true principles which they advocated 
^— but the church, as a body, was composed of self-denying 
and devout men and women laboring for the promotion of 
the Redeemer's cause. 

In the historic facts presented hi these discourses, we have 
been caHed more fully than we could have wished to the devel- 
opment and statement of the Baptistic ideas of the struggling 
and persecuted fathers and mothers of pur Zion. We have en- 
deavored to vindicate them from the false aspersions still linger- 
ing in the minds of the few who have never yet deemed this 
great question worthy of a fair investigation or an honest sift- 
ing of evidence; but still held their prejudices against the 
denomination on the same ground that they do their baptism 
— the faith of others^ 

We^ow approach in the line of history a brighter day, and 
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our records will become more purely historical, and within the 
recollection of some among us. The time of the church's en- 
largement is at hand. God calls forth his people to a broader 
and mor^ extended mission, and the next discourse will intro- 
duce us to the times of enlargement and spiritual prosperity 
with which the Most High was pleased to visit his people, 
God is not unmindful of the works of faith and labors of love 
bestowed by his people from regard to his name. Not a. 
promise of his word shall ever fail, and his people in every age 
shall bear testimony that " not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord their God spake con,cerning them." 
, How glorious and precious, my brethren in Christ, have been 
the Divine manifestations towards this church ! How well her 
past history illustrates the faithfulness of a covenant-keeping 
God ! May we, exalted as we have been by such marked and 
peculiar providences, prove ourselves worthy to enter into the 
labors and share the triumphs of those godly and self-denying 
laborers who have gone before us. May God abundantly bless 
the rich privileges which we all enjoy to the salvation of the 
unconverted among us. May all of you who have heard what 
our God^hath done for his Zion — ^yea, who have witnessed the 
trophies of his Qa^verting power, and perhaps in yDur own 
hearts, felt the convictions of his spirit calling you to consider 
your ways, to repent of your sins and join yourselves to his 
people — may you come over on the Lord's side. In the lan- 
guage of one of God's anient, honored servants, we would 
say " Come thou and go with us and we will do thee good, for 
the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel." This God, 
shall be our God forever and ever. He shall guide us by his 
counsel and afterward receive us to glory. " Now the God of 
peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesp, that 
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Oreat Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant ; make you perfect in every good work to do 
his ■will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ : to whom be glory forever a»d 
£ver, Amen." 
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^* The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers ; let him' 
hot leave us, nor forsake us ; That he raay incline our hearts unto him 
to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandmeats and statutes and 
his judgments, which he commanded our fathers." 
— Ist Kings, 8 : 57, 58. 

This devout benediction uttered by Solomon, with loud voice" 
{ind raised hands, in the' presence of the assembled thousands 
of Israel, imfmediately after the prayer of dedication of the 
tnagnificent Temple of Jerusalem, is indicative of a pious re- 
Jnembrance of all God's favors in the past manifestations of 
his goodness to their fathers, and of an earnest desire to have 
the hearts of his people more inclined to the obedien<3e of all 
God's commandments. 

May such be our devout supplicatiott before our Makers 
We, like the children of God of old, need the Divine presence, 
as a constant, abiding spirit and power among us ; we need 
an intimate spiritual communion with God. As he has been 
with our fathers in all the pasli, as his spirit went before them* 
and led therap into their goodly heritage, so may he be with' 
us. " Let him not leave us, nor forsake us " — -for without the 
lles^^ug; of God', hi^ pardoning, love and th-e perfect peace of 
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the teart tbat is stayed upon him, we have no reaj prbsperity. 
May be incline our hearts' unto him', that we may walk in all 
his ways, and keep his commandments and statutes and hia 
judgments/'' May our minds by his grace be stirred up to' 
do good — to abound in his work, and to obey all his righteous 
will. With hearts, I trust my brethren, responding to the sen- 
timents of these earnest and pious words of our text, we wilt 
this morning resume the history of God's* dealings to this 
church ; and with admiration and love, trace in each step of 
the divine goodness and deliverance, the glowing evidences of 
God's special favor. 

Our fathers engaged in the holy work of building u^ a gospel 
church on the pattern of the New Testament. They kept the 
commandments and the ordinances delivered to them in their 
sacredness and uncorrupted purity. They farthfully built after 
the pattern their Divine Master had shown them. 

In the foregoing discourses we have completed the history 
of the church's connection with tlie parent church at Brent- 
wood. The time had manifestly arrived when its dependence* 
in ecclesiastical affairs, and its subordination, however slight 
that connexion might be, was ho longer desirable or profitable" 
to either party. 

Various causes- bad operated to defer the' period of separa- 
tion, and the establishment of the church upon a permanent 
and independent basis, until the year 182'1, During this long 
period of more thtin forty years, th^ brethren here, and at 
Brentwood, had enjoyed the most cordial fellowship, and the' 
most endeared communion of saints. The Branch Church was' 
frequently represented by her delegates to the parent church,, 
and a mutual correspondence and sympathy maiutaiiW)d b©^ 
Iweeik them^ 
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Dr. Shepherd visited the people here as long as his ad- 
vanced age and increasing infirmities would allow ; ever to 
the last retafning the honor and cordial affection which his 
^min^nt usefuhaess, his sufferings and labors for Christ entitled 
him to receive. 

The subject of a separation, and the organization of a distinct 

church, maintaining the same principles and in full fellowship 

with the sentiments and practices of the Baptist denomination^ 

having been referred to the church at Brentwood, they, in 

church meeting, May 29th, 1821, passed the following vote : 

Voted, To ^ra«t the request of the Salisbury Branch, made by their 
messengers, Eider True and Dea. Thomas Flanders, to dismiss thenj 
from us as soon as they shall organize themselves into a cnurch in 
gospel order. , Jonat:han Veasey, Ch. Clerk. 

The church in Salisbury came to a definite action upon this 
fiulgect on the 14th of September following, when by an unan- 
imous agreement their dissolution from the church at Brent- 
wood, and their organization as an independent church in the 
Baptist connection wer« declared. At the^ same time, and 
!5vith the same unanimity, the " Articles of ^ith," adopted 
by the Boston Baptist AssociA'TION, were declared to be in 
full accordance with their views of the doctrines of Christ, and 
Si> petition wa« drawn up asking for admission into that body 
AS a church in ord^r and fellawship with them. In accordance 
twith that request, this chur;ch was received into the Associa- 
tion at its next session, held in Haverhill, Sept. 19. Elder 
Jabez True and D^a. Thomas Flanders were messengers of 
:the church in attendance. The Fellowship of the Churches 
^as presented to Elder Tme., the pastor, by the Rev. Dr* 
Baldwin, the Moderator of the Association. The jiumber of 
^embers then connected with the church was 37. The total 
iwunher.of xne;nbe.iship froxn its .organization as a* branch ohivch 
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in 1780, to its recognition as an independent chiffch^ Sept. 
14, 1821, a period of 41 years, was 120, The church having 
at its separation from the parent church but 13 members^ more 
than at its beginning. Of the nearly one hundred aflditions, 
during the forty years, some had gone to their rest and reward 
in glory. Some had been drawn away from their stability in 
the truths of the gospel and been separated from the fellowship 
of their brethren, while yet others had united with churches- 
of the same faith nearer to^ them, and more convenient for their 
regular attendance on Divine service and the ordinances of the 
gospel. But the church, tried as she had been in the fires of 
a severe persecution, deserted as she had been by those whose 
unstable minds had been tossed and carried away by diverse 
and strange doctrines, stood forth at this period as a united 
band, planted together as heirs of the same heavenly hopes- 
and promises — rooted and grounded in the holy faith of the 
gospel, and prepared for the Great Master's service. Hence 
it is that we find the church, though still small, yet a vigorous^ 
efiScient body, taking broader views of their field of labor, lay- 
ing firmer foundations, maturing more generous plans of action, 
and attempting more for the advancement of the Redeemer's 
kingdom around them. (For the names of church at times of 
its re-organization, see Note D.) The same year that the- 
church assumed an independent organization, 1821, the first 
meeting house was erected. The society in numbers, in ability 
and social position in the community, had outgrown the un- 
comfortable and tottering building they had rented, and they 
felt that the time had come for them to arise and build a house* 
for the Lord. God had given enlargement an* prosperity ta 
the congregation — the days of open persecution had ceased, 
and the favoring providences of God cwispired with their con- 
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yictions of obligation to consummate so desirable an xAgect, 
This house was located on the East side of Back River, so 
called, and near to the stream ; its dimensions were 5,0 feet 
in length, by 42 in width, and when completed, was, fpr the 
times and the ability of the society, a most convenient and 
commodious hoi^se for the worship of Almighty God. The 
names of the co^jimittee for building the house, were Jonathan 
Morrill, Amos. Morrill, William "Morrill and Joseph Eoard^an. 

The services of the dedication, which are still remembered 
by many of the more aged among us, were of a deeply inter- 
esting character, while tears of pious gratitude moistened many 
eyes. It was a day 15ng prayed for, and to accomplish which 
the people willingly offered of their substance to the Lord. 
The people had a mind to work — to give, and to make great 
ipacrifices for the Lord,- and now that they had been enabled to 
build a house for God, and ofifer it to hipi for his service and 
glory, they felt an unspeakable happiness. We regret that 
the order of services, and the names of those who participated 
in the delightful esercises Jiave not been preserved. 

The labors of Elder True, so long enjoyed, .drew near to a 
close. The demand for laborers in God's spiritual vineyard 
in the regions around the village became more urgent and 
imperative. The entire service of one minister must be had 
at the Mills village, and the adjoining towns and districts need- 
ed the time and labors of another. The pastoral relation of 
Elder True consequently virtually ceased in the early part of 
1822, a relation which he honorably and faithfully sustained 
for more than twenty years. His connection of membership 
^till remained and he still occasionally preached for the 
church, while they were destitute of a supply, but his time 
}\ras devoted almost exclusively to labors among the destitute 
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p«d needy in the regions around- God was with him, and ho 
was loved and honored in all the region as far as he vent 
preaching the. word of life. 

In the summer of 1822, Rev. Wm. 0. Grant visited thig 
place and preached with much acceptance for a few months. 
He was not settled as a pastor, but supplied the church half 
of the time, and preached the other half of the time for a Con- 
gregational church at East Salisbury. This arrangement con- 
tinued, it is believed, about six months. The labors of Mr. 
Grant were blessed to the awakening of the church and the 
conversion of sinners. A few were baptized and added to the 
church. Mr. Grant went to Maine, tyhere it is believed hq 
now resides. 

The church being still destitute of a pastor, and with- 
out any regular supply, and feeling more than before the in- 
creasing demand upon them for the maintenance of the unin- 
terrupted ministrations of the gospel in Hie enterprising and 
growing community around them, determined to attempt the 
support of a pastor and religious teacher, whose entire and 
undivided services should be devoted to their benefit and the 
spiritual and moral improvement of the people. A committee 
was appointed, consisting pf Joseph Flanders, Isaac Tuxbury 
and Moses Morrill, to act for the church, in obtaining a suit- 
able man as ^ candidate for settlement in the pastoral office 
among them« 

Rev. Dr. Polles of Salem, a man well known in all the 
churches, was applied to for advice and assistance in thig 
important stpp. The time had arriyed when the interests of 
the church and the community demanded a permanent and 
an educated ministry ; a man of ability and experience in the 
vprk must bj^ sought ouj;, to tjike thi^ spiritual oversight pf the 
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flock, and io preach the gospel of the grace of Cfod to the 
perishing. To meet this great nwral want and to enable the 
church and society to assume an adequate suppprt to such a 
man, the above committee were instructed by vote of the 
church t(j apply to the MASSACHuaETTS Baptist Missionary 
Society for aid, to the anwunt of one hundred dollars for the 
ensuing year* This recjuest met a most cordial reception, and 
a quick response in the affirmative from the Board of that So- 
ciety, now known as the MAssACffusBTTs Baptist State Con^ 

VENTION. 

In the good providence of Him who ordereth all the steps 
of his trusting people, the Rev. James Barnaby, for some 
years the honored and loved pastor of the church at Harwich, 
but then just from New Bedford, called on Rev. Dr. BoUes, 
and at his advice, came down and preached to this church. A 
very general expression of approbation on the part of the 
church and congregation greeted Mr. Barnaby and his preach- 
ing. A Committee was appointed to extend a cordial invita^ 
tion to Rev. Mr. Barnaby to assume the pastor|tte of the 
church and settle among them. This was the same committee 
named above, and the vote of the church, extending this call, 
was passed July 4th, 1823, and was concurred in by the So- 
ciety. 

This invitation, unanimously given, Mr. Barnaby accepted, 
and immediately entered upon the duties of his oflSce, and be- 
gan that arduous and important work, for which his ministry 
was distinguished, and was made a great blessing. He was 
the third pastor, settled as such over the chprch from its first 
formation^ 

Mr. Barnaby was a young man, of a liberal education, and 
had had some years experience in the Christian ministry. 



Digitized by 



Google 



msTORTciiv discourses; 57 

Ardent and energetic in his efforts, and in full sympathy and 
co-operation with all the great benevolent enterprises of the 
denomination, he waa highly esteemed among his brethren as 
a good minister of Jesus Christ. The first term of Mr. Bar- 
naby's ministry with the church contmued until the Fall of 
1825, a period of above two and a half years, vrtien, to the 
deep regret of the church and society he resigned, having 
. accepted an invitation extended to him jfrom the Baptist church ^ 
Beerfield N". H., to become their pastor. This period of Mr. 
Barnaby's ministry was marked by a good degree of external 
and internal prosperity and a large increase in the attendance 
on the word. The church received valuable additions to its 
numbers and the society was strengthened and considerably 
mcreased. 

The number of members in the church at this date, Octo- 
ber 1st, 1825, was 66. 

The church was once more destitute of a pastor. Prayer 
was made for guidance and aid. The meetings of the sanctu- 
ary on the Sabbath and all the weekly meetings of the church 
were sustained and well attended, even when no recognized 
minister of the gospel was ^nth them, and. what wjis better 
than all and above all other considerations, they had the abid« 
ing, conscious presence of the Divine spirit manifestly among 
them, working with power to convert and save. A silent 
and yet delightful work of grace seems' to have been fe^lt, 
blessing the hearts of saints and bringing a few to an acknowl- 
edgement of the power and grace of God bestowed upon them. 

After being destitute of the stated labors of a pastor for 

more than a year, the Rev. George Evans visited and labored 

among them in the ministry of the word. On account of ill 

liealtb, Mr. Evans would not consent to become recognised as 

6 
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pastor of the church, nor to agree definitely for any length of 
service. Yet, after eight months, the church voted to request 
him to act as pastor of the church so long as he should pos- 
sess health to continue among them, ^nd the hope Tvas also 
expressed that he might remaiji and pre^ich the gospel to them, 
Mr. Evans was most manifestly sent to the people in answer to 
prayer. He was received as God's messenger by the church 
and approved as such by his Lord and MaSter. The year 
1827 is a marked one in the history of the church, as a year 
of God' s special presence and power among his people here, a^ 
it was in other churches in the Association. The number of 
additions reported to the Boston Baptist Association held iq. 
Charlestown, Sept. 18th, 1827, was 950, and the number of 
members in this church was 72. 

The state of the church, the visit of Mr. Evans, and the 
results of his labors up to that period are fully stated in the 
following paper accepted and recorded upon the church records, 
Feb. 1st., 1828 : 

** Towards the close of 1826, when the church met for conference, a 
spirit of union and brotherly love was witnessed and many of the mem* 
bers had an unusual anxiety for themselves and others. At this time, 
being destitute of an under-shepherd, earnest prayers were offered, that 
God would send one who should prove to be a blessing to the church 
and congregation. 

Just as the year expired, God m his providence and most unexpectedly 
to us, sent Rev. George Evans ft) visit us. At the opening of the year 
1827, hopes were indulged by some that the Lord was about to revive 
his work. About the last of January a few persons were found, who, 
for weeks had been in an anxious state of n)ind. At the season of com- 
munion it was proposed by Rev. Mr. Evans, that the members should 
fix upon some time each day to be devoted to special prayer for the 
effusion of the Holy Spirit upon us, and the members agreed upon the 
hour, between 8 and 9 each evening. In February the attention became 
general in all the religious societies of the place — backsliders were 
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^reclaimed and the church revived. The 15th of this month vma the first 
4ippointed time for a meeting of religious inquiry and also for a meeting 
of the young converts. These meetings were beneficial to the inquir- 
ing and a special blessing to many others. The month of March was 
signalized as a season of special power, 4ind between the 18th and 24th 
of the month more than twenty professed conversion to God. During 
this season of gracious visitation many of the fathers and mothers in 
Israel had their youth renewed like the eagles, and when from children, 
neighbors, and those rejoicing in hope they heard the song of thanks- 
giving and praise, they were almost ready, like Simeon of old, to say, 
** Lord,' now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for I have seen 
thy salvation." June, July, August and October, are noted as seasons 
of baptism and as times of peculiar favor to those who had patiently 
waited and hoped for the salvation of God." 

The nmnber which united with this church was twenty-seven 
by baptism and two by letter, and others were gathered in 
aft€frwards. It is the pious record which they have left, "The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof ^we are glad, " 
^nd the desire is expressed, that as the kingdom of grace is a 
Jdngdom of means, that their prayers may be unceasing — their 
efforts untiring through this year to bring sinners to the knowl- 
edge of the truth, while we rely alone on the sovereign grace 
of God for success. 

Mr. Evans, being unable to perform the labors required in 
the church on account of impaired health, was obliged to leave 
the field of his useful labors and seek elsewhere the restoration 
of his health. 

The Divine blessing which was shed forth so abundantly 
Hpon all the churches of the Boston Association, and the 
increase of churches within the bounds of this body — ^rendered 
it i;iecessary that a new Association should be formed, that the 
interests of all the churches might be promoted* by leaving 
more time for the devotional exercises, so essential to the high- 
est benefits of these annual reli^ous gatherings. To effect 
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this desirable object the church appointed as their delegates, 
Eev, Mr. Evaiis aad Isaac Tuxbury to meet October 1827, 
with delegates from aster churches in this section of the State, 
to organize a new association, by dividing the Boston Baptist 
Association. This was the commencement of the Salem Bap- 
tist Association, the body with which this church is now asso- 
ciated and has ever been since its formation. 

The church now numbered more than a hundred members, 
scattered over a considerable territory. The brethren at South 
Hampton began to feel that a separate meeting for religious 
worship and the establishment rf a church in their own place 
would serve to further the great interests of the Redeemer's 
kingdoiA. Accordingly they presented a request to this church, 
signed by seven brethren and sisters, to be dismissed for the 
purposes of unitmg with some others in the formation of a new 
church, to be lodated at South Hampton. With this new in- 
terest we find the name of Dea* Thomas Flanders, who was 
baptized and became a member of the Brentwood church before 
tl^ere was any church in this place, and after a membership 
with this church of fifty years, he now goes out with a new 
band, to again unfurl the banner of the Lord in another field 
of labor. This venerable servant of God lived to see the 
church usefully and successfully laboring in the new field at 
South Hampton, and died Sept. 8th, 1852, full of years and 
full of honor, Dea. Flanders was a man of rare natural en- 
. dowments, a constant and devoted student of the bible, possess- 
ed of a remarkably tenacious memory — ^mighty in the scrip- 
tures, and during his connection witii this church was possessed 
of a vast and beneficial influence. Having been baptized in 
1777, he had been at the time of his decease a church member 
for the space of seventy-five years-— years of rapid growth 
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Mid .great ^rfaa'gement to the denomination. The year fol- 
t lowing the organization of the church at South Hampton, 
'Elder JaBez True and his wife, at their own request, were 
• dismissed to unite with that church. 

The church was destitute of a pastor after Mr. Bamaby's 
resignation until March 1831, a period of eight or nine month?, 
^when they extended an unanimous invitation to Rev. Elijah 
Foster of Dover, N. H.^ to become their pastor and spiritual 
teacher. This invitation, Mr. Foster, after due deliberation 
acceptedj.and commenced his pastoral labors during the sum- 
mer. He was installed as the pastor of this church on the 
24th of August, 1831. The services of the Public Recogni- 
tion, which are reported to have been of a peculiarly solemn 
.and appropriate character, were performed by the following 
brethren; 

Introductory Semces — Rev. Mr, Pease, of Newburyport. 
.Sermon — ^by Rev. Mr. Keely, of Haverhill. Charge — ^by 
Rev. N. W. "Williams. Sand of Fellowship — Rev. J. N. 
Brown, of Exeter. Address to Church and Society — Rev. J. 
Aldrich, of Beverly. Concluding Prager — Rev. Samuel 
' Cook, of Brentwood. 

After the removal of Dea. Flanders to the church at South 
; Hampton, but one Deacon, Jeremiah Sawyer, was left, and a 
choice of others to assist in his pfiScial duties became necessary. 
Accordingly on the 5th of November, 1831, afljer a season of 
solemn prayer for Divine guidance, the church made choice 
of Isaac Tuxbury, William Camithers and Samuel Fielding, 
to become associated with Dea. Sawyer in the duties of the 
deaconship. 

In December of this year the church revised its " Articles 
of Faith#and its •Covenant," xetsdning substantially it% form 
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and substanoe, but eonforming its language more to the manner 
of expression now used. These are the articles still adhered 
to, and in the^ hands of the church. Several standing resolu- 
tions were then also adopted and ordered to be put on record. 

The number of church members found on the Records on 
January 1st, 1832, was 145. In September of that year the 
meeting of the Salem Baptist Association was held with this 
churchy and was a season of great interest and profit to them* 
The church reported at this session of the Association, Sep- 
tember 26th, 170 members. 

We find a steady increase in the membership of the chur«h 
during Mr. Foster's ministry. The spirit of benevolence » 
evinced by enlarged contributions for Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions, the Bible, Tract and Sabbath School cause. Contribu- 
tions were also taken for the cause of ministerial education, 
for seamen and the slave, and the holding of slaves as property 
asserted to be a sin against the^ principles of Christianity. 
Brethren George W. Gate and William Douglas, feeling con- 
victions of duty to prepare themselves for the work of the 
gospel ministry, were encouraged to pursue a course of study 
with reference to that work. 

In the winter and spring of 1834, th^ Lord visited his people 
in this place by the special manifestations of his converting 
spirit. The health of Mr. Foster was rapidly declining, though 
his spirit was greatly encouraged and his soul rejoicel in seeing 
God's work of grace going forward with power. Wm: G. 
Crocker, of Newburyport, a young man, then in the Newton 
Theological Institution, and afterwards the- lov^d and honored 
missionary to Africa, labored some weeks among this people 
and assisted Mr. Foster^ Mr. Crocker was greatly owned of 
^ '^UierOj and some witlv whom he labor«d personally, n*w 
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live among us to bless God for his ministry here, and his faith- 
fulness to their souls. We extract Mr. Crooker's account of 
his visit here : — (See Memoir, Page 55.) 

" Went to Amesbury Mills and found that the Lord had begun a 
good work.there. The revival increased and many, I trust, found the 
Saviour. Here also the Lord was with me, and my soul was eheered 
from day to day with manifestations of his love." 

On the 3d of August, Mr, Foster, the pastor, having become 
much reduced in health and strength by a pulmonary com- 
plaint, and unable longer to meet the duties of his office as 
pastor, sent his resignation to the church, desiring its dissolu- 
tion. This resignation of Mr. Foster was accepted after much 
consultation, and with great regret, yet as the hope of his 
restoration to health and to the duties of the ministry again, 
could not be reasonably entertained, the path ol duty seemed 
plain for them. Beside this, the anxiety of the pastoral rela- 
tion and the destitution of the people of a proper watch-care 
and spiritual oversight, led Mr. Foster earnestly to urge upon 
the brethren the acceptance of his resignation. The end of 
his useful life was now near, and he calmly awaited the approach 
of the last messenger to summon him on high, fo surrender 
back, to his ascended Lord and Master the great commission 
committed to him, to preach unto his fellow- men the gospel of 
the grace of God. In a little more than three months after 
the dissolution of his pastoral relation to this church, Mr. 
Foster passed from his toils and sufferings on earth to the 
service and the rewards of the heavenly state. On the 29th 
of September his remains were carried to the Meeting-house, 
where a deeply interesting discourse was preached by Rev. 
N. W. Williams of Newburyport, from 2nd Corinthians, 6th, 
1-4, " For we know if this earthly house of our tabemack be 
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didsolved, we have a boilding of God, &c." At the conclusion 
of these solemn services, an afflicted and sorrowing people 
followed the lifeless form to its final resting place, in the Cemr 
etery at the Corner, where it now remains, marked by the 
stone erected by his loved people. Beloved in life, his memory 
is still fragrant, though he sleeps among the dead. 

Rev. Elijah Foster was bom in PemTbroke, in this State, in 
1799. At the age of seventeen years his mind became deeply 
interested in the subject of religion, and having obtained hope 
in the pardoning mercy of God, he was soon after baptized and 
received as a member of the church in his native place, by the 
Kev. Joseph Torry, his pastor. Having an ardent thirst for 
knowledge, ie pursued a course of education, and graduated 
with honors at Waterdlle College in the year 1825. Qn the 
completion of his college course, Mr. Foster became Tutor in 
the college for a short time, but his heart being set upon the 
great work of the ministry, to which he had consecrated his 
life, he left the inducements offered by,a literary life to become 
a minister of Jesus Christ. 

In the spring of 1829, Mr. Foster began his ministry at 
Dover, N. j&., where his labors were very abundant and his 
sacrifices for the good of the church very great. In October 
of that year the house of public worship for which he had so 
assiduously labored, and the consummation of its erection he 
had so ardently desired, was completed and dedicated to the 
service of Almighiy God, and the same day he was solemnly 
set apart by ordination to the work of the christian ministry. 
On the following Sabbath Mr. Foster baptized the first convert 
under, his ministry, a young man, who, sixteen years after his 
death was called upon to fill the pastoral office of this church, 
which was bereft by his early death. That person is now, 
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1880, {he pastor of this church and Mr. Foster's remains sleep 
among the sainted dead near by. v 

Mr. Poster, as we have stated, became pastor of this church 
in 1831, and during a ministry of about three years, saw a 
l^ge increase in the number and efficiency of this church. 
He died September 27th, 1834, at the early age of 35 years. 

The church, in honor to his useful life,, and as a grateful 
memorial of their affection and .esteem, erected a monumental 
stone at the head of his grave bearing the following inscription : 

Rev. Elijah Poster, late pastor of the First Baptist Church 

;of Salisbury and Amesbury — Died September 27th, 1834 — 

,Aged 35 years. 

' " Here, Pilgrims pauge, and drop a tear or two 
0*er the dear reli^ laid beneath thir "'^'^ 
A son of sorrow, yerhe wept for you 



0*er the dear reli^ laid beneath this sod, 

,yerh 
And spent his life to win you unto God.*' 



As a preacher, Mr. Foster possessed talents of a high order. 
His mind, highly cultivated,, was enriched by varied learning 
and a constant and unremitted diligence in liberal and theolog- 
ical studies. Clear and lo^cal as a reasoner — highly instruc- 
tive and affectionate in preachmgr — ^impressive and solenm in 
the delivery of his sermons, he was a man of power in his 
public ministry and in private life. The truth he uttered so 
manifestly came forth from a sincere and godly heart thai it 
found a response in those that heard him. As a pastor, Mr. 
Foster was devoted to the good of his people, and his wise and 
wholesome discipline preserved in the church the spirit of unity 
and of peace. . 

A small trea>tise on Christian Baptism, ai\d another on the 
ConmoLunion question, are left behind him, and are unanswer- 
able pamphlets on those subjects. Of few could it be said with 
more truth, that he lived beloved by all who baew him, an^ 
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died lamented by the entire community of all denoBoonation)^^ 
He might, with great propriety, have adopted as his own, the 
knguage of the poet : 

" Careless, myself a dying man , 

Of dying men's esteem ; 
flappy, O God, if thou approve, 

Though all besides condemn/' 

Rev. EbiDr Crane, the fifth pastor, was the immediate sue-' 
cessor of Mr. Foster. The church having extended to Mr. 
Crane an invitation tathe pastoral office on the 31st of August, 
before Mr. Foster's death, he was ordained to the work of the 
Christian ministry on the 30th of September, the day following 
the burial of Mr. Foster. The services of ordination were as 
follows : 

Introductory/ Prayer — Rev. •*. N. Brown ; Reading of 
Scriptures — ^^Rev. John Jennings; Sermon — Rev. Baron Stowe; 
Ordaining Prayer y — ^^Rqv. Ebenezer Nelson; ChargC'-^^QY. 
N. W. )Villiams ; Hand of Fellowship — Rev. James Huckins; 
Address to the Church and Society^^Rev. C. 0. Kimball ; 
Conchiding Prayer — Rev. Mr. Towne of the Congregational 
Church in this yiUage. 

These services were rendered peculiarly solemn and impres- 
sive on account of the recent death of Mr. Foster, and were 
attended by a large and attentive audience. 

Mr. Crane was a graduate of Newton Theological Institu- 
tion. His connection with this c*hurch and society, was short, 
kss than a year, when at his request^ he was dismissed. May 
Ist, 1835, and left for another and a distant field of labor. 

The subject of American Slavery having engaged the atten- 
tion of the community, strong resolutions condemnatory of the 
institution were passed in 1835. 

In September^ 183&, three young men belon^g to the 
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churet, -who were engaged in a course of study preparatory 
to the Christian ministry, I'eceived license to preach the gospel. 
These were William Douglass, now of Providence, R. I.^ 
Charles W. Flanders, now of Concord., N. H., and George W,- 
Cate, who died at Barre, this^ State, after a very short but 
happy ministryy beloved of the church and honored in the 
community. 

The subject of building a new and larger house for Divine 
service beganr ta be seriously entertained, and to be the subject 
of much thoughtful deliberation. The house occupied was too 
small for the largely increased congregation, and a former 
enlargement had made its^ proportions such as' to destroy its 
symmetry if another addition- was proposed. The society 
owned a lot on- which their vestry stood, on Market street, 
which was more central for the acconotmodation of the people, 
and more desirable as a location^for their contemplated house. 
The result of their deliberations was to fix upon the location- 
on Market street for the erection of a new and more commo- 
dious place of public worship, and a committee was chosen Ur 
carry thb measure into effect. The house was commenced in 
1836, and nearly completed before the end of the year. It ' 
was entered for worship in January, 1837. 

The church wa6 still destitute of a settled pastor, and the 
subject of definitely acting on that question had doubtless beea 
somewhat delayed on account of the building a new house. 
Different individuals had preached to them during the time 
of their destitution. 

In December, 1836^ the church and society extended a call 
to Rev. James F. Wilcox to become their pastor. Mr. Wilcox 
having signified his acceptance of the invitation, arrangements 
vere made £>r lm> ordinatioa m connection with the dedication* 
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,of the new houee of woiship, then nearly completed. These 
-deeply interesting services occurred on the 25ih of January, 
.1837. The dedication ^was in the afternoon, and its parts 
uwere performed by the following brethren : — Reading of the 
Scriptures and Prayer, by .Rev. Mr, Keeler of the Congrega- 
tional church in. this village.; Sermon, byBev. George B. Ide 
rof Boston ; Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. Prof. Bacon of Hamr 
.ilton, N. Y. 

The services, ef the ordination took place in the evening, 
,and were as follows : — Reading of Select Scriptures, by Rev. 
A. S. Train, of Haverhill; Introductory Prayer, by Rev. B. 
Wilcox, of Deerfield, N. H,; Sermon, by Rev, Lemuel Porter 
,of Lowell ; Ordaining Prayer, by Rev. G. B, Ide of Boston^ 
Charge, by Rev. George JKeeley, of Haverhill ; Hand of Fel- 
lowship, by Rev. J. If. Brown, of Exeter ; Address to the 
•Church and Society, by Rev. Mr. Naylor, of Portsmouth ; 
Concluding Prayer, by Jlev. Wm. B. Jacobg, of Newburyport 
Mr. Wilcox was the sixth pastor of the church. 

In these services during the day.and eve;iing, the people ap- 
peared to be deeply interested. The house was considered then 
.as one of the happiest and most beautiful spedmens of that kind 
,of architecture. In size, finish and taste, it reflected honojr 
^upon the society, jgid its entire expense was nobly met by the 
liberality. of the people. Thus was the society again blest and 
placed in a most promising condition for future usefulness. 
Possessing a new and elegant house of worship, free from all 
.embarras^ent — a pastor of undoubted piety, of an amicable 
.spirit, and with the promise of great usefulness, nothing seemed 
^wanting but the blessing of God to make the union a long and 
mutually beneficial one. Nor were these indications of good 
4qstiin^d ,to Receive the hop^s of Gqd's people^^God's hand 
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"W^s vnth them; and his blessing attended the w6rd, as the 
histpry of the church and society about those times most clearly 
proves*. God did not leave them, nor forsake them^ but the 
, da-ys-of their enlargement were days of renewed spiritual power 
and prosperity among them. 

The spirit of Christian enterprise and progress in the work 
of the Lord seems to have marked the pathway of the churchy 
and her members were found ready for every good work. 
Some young men of unusual promise are found devoting their 
talents and influence to extend the interests of the church. 
Those most prominent at that period, have now finished their' 
course on earth and entered on the state of recompense above. 

In 1839 the church was called to the endurance of a deep 
affliction in the removal of Bro. Joseph Flanders from themby 
death. Their appreciation of the services and sacrifices of 
this good man is recorded in a fitting memorial of him found 
on their records, from which we select a few extracts, M^. ♦ 
Flanders was converted to God in early life, and was baptized 
by Dr. Sheperd in 1807. In him the church ever found an 
ardent/riend, a devoted son, one of the few who at all times 
was found bearing the burdens of self-denial and sacrifice for 
Christ* He ever felt that he had buckled on the Christian 
armor for life,. and that as a faithful soldier he had no resting 
place on earth. In all his relations in life, as a husband, 
father, man and christian, he was ever consistent, afiectionate 
and true. Seldom was his place vacant in the pnblic sanctuary 
or the conference room. The poor, the sufiering, the sick and 
dying, and the inquiring Ednner, found in him a friend and a 
wise counsellor. One of his last injunctions to his family, gath- 
ered around his dying bed, was, " Whatever duty bids you 
Sive to the cause of God, always ^ve it," An injunction most 
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isacredly obeyed by those who survived him, and whOjfliou^ 

now gone to sleep with their fathers, never in life forgot this 

church, nor the interests of Ood's ca»se in this place. Mr* 

Flanders died, January 21, 1839, at the ag« of 69 years. 

" Gone to thy rest, dear saint, 
The conflict now is o'er ; 
In triumph thou hast quit the field 
To fight again no more." 

• Under God, Mr. Joseph Flanders was a great blessing to 
ihis church, and his name will ever be rem^nbered and cher- 
ished as a good man and a faithful, benevolent christian, as 
long as any live who knew him. The family of Mr. Flanders 
have nearly all followed him to the world above. One alone 
of his children, Rev. C. W. Jlanders, D. D. of Concord, N. 
H., a worthy and successful pastor, now survives. But in 
life and in death, they have been ever the ardent friends of 
this religious interest. They have loved the spiritual home 
of their father, they have manifested an interest in the people 
among whom they spent their earliest days, and the memories 
of the departed are fondly cherished by all Junong us who 
knew them. * 

The church in her progress is still rejoicing in the signal 
fevors of the Most High. The society is large and prosperous. 
As the church increases in her numbers we observe an in- 
crease in the spirit of liberality, in the amount contributed for 
the benevolent objects to which they gave encouragement. 
Resolutions were passed also expressive of sympathy and assis- 
tance for the leading denominational enterprises and for the 
objects of humanity and charity which appeared to them de- 
serving of their prayers and co-operation as a church. 

The year 1842 was a year of great and extensive revivals 
of religion thrpugh this land. The churches in Messachusetts 
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iftftd tlirougliout New England were greatly enlarged in warn* 
bers, and bujlt up in strength and harmony. This year was 
marked as the most auspicious* year ever, up to that date, 
witnessed by this church, as a rich season of the outpour-r 
^lg of the spirit of God, and the eonversion of sinners. In 
paany instances business was suspended entirely, and in others 
partially so for a season, to attend to the higher and more im- 
portant interests of the souL Meetings were held day and 
evening for a long period of time, and the whole place seemed 
pervaded by the presence of the power of God. This house 
of worship become the place of special manifestations of the 
converting spirit, and all denominations came together in one 
place, of onp accord, for prayer and the worship of Almighty 
God. Sopae were arrested by the abounding grace of God, 
and their attention called to the subject of their spiritual weir 
fare while at their daily employments. Scoffers were silenced, 
^nbelievers convinced, and the inquiring found peace, through 
the atoning blood of the Son of God. This sanctuary was the 
place of solemn prayer, of ^.nxious inquiry, and the spiritual 
birth-place of many souls. This has been called the great 
f evival, and if the history of revivals in the church up to that 
time is consideredr— if the influence, the gocial and ?noral posi- 
tion of those converted, and since laboring in the church is 
considered, or if the permanent effects on the community is 
taken into the account, it may well be denominated the Great 
Revival of tjiis church. The church reported that year an 
{addition of forty members by baptism, and a total membership 
of 245. Many among us can testify to the power of God on 
their own souls, and many who have never made a profession 
of their faith in Christ, did then begin to think, to weep and 
fo pray. May they if^ot bp left to grieve the 3pirit of God 
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and to perish iir their ways of disobedience to God' and the^ 
convictions of duty. 

Such seasons of grace pass not away, without vastly aug- 
menting the responsibilities of all classes. Saints are solemnly 
held to s^ higher standard of faith, of holy living, and godly, 
conastent action in the cause of the Redeemer. Sinners^ 
unconverted men JMid women, ever after live under a greatly 
increased responsibility by continuance in a state of sinful 
indiflference and neglect, by the aggravation to their guilt, of 
an increased amount of lights and a conviction of truth j never 
before felt. May none of you, hearers, who then were led to 
wonder at the rich and free displays of God's power and grace, 
be left to neglect the great salvation and perish in your sins; 
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" Enlarge the place of thy tent and let them stretch forth the curtains 
of thine habitations j spare not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy 
stakes : For thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left ; 
and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles and make the desolate cities to 
be inhabited. Fear not ; for thou shalt not be ashamed j neither be 
thou confounded ; for thou shalt not be put to shame." 
Isaiah 54th chap., 2-4th verses, • * 

This language is highly poetical and beautiful. It is pro- 
phetic of a period of vast in^ease of Zion. The Gentile TTorld 
is seen in vision,- hastening to do homage and become united 
to the church. Palestine, the land of promise and hope, should 
become too strait as the possessions of the church under the 
reign of the Messiah, and other lands and distant territories 
should be ^ven to the Redeemer. Hence the language of our 
text is a call upon the church to look out upon the field of 
promise — to prepare herself for a great enlargement of num-^ 
bers by accessions from the heathen world. May God hasten 
rapidly the coming of the glorious church of the future ; the 
church enlarged in her boundaries and filling tiie earth with 
heavenly blessings. Thus s^dth the Lord God, behold I will 
lift up my hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the 
6 
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people, and they shall bring thy sons m their arms and thy 
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. 

We renew this morning, my brethren, the review of God's 
merciful dealings towards us as a church and a religious con- 
gregation. In the former discourses, we " have remembered 
the days of old "-^we " have meditated " on God's work. We 
may be instructed and encouraged by the past^ as well as the 
present ; from God's providential dealings, as well as from the 
volume of holy revelation. The God of our fathers is our God, 
the church of his care for past years is the church of his care 
tO'day. Let us then gratefully- recount all his past mercies to 
us, and venture on the opening events of our future lives and 
christian responsibilities, with a most cheerful and abiding 
confidence in the word of Divine promise, and with hearts 
renewedly devoted to his service and honor, while we are priv^ 
ileged to work in the vineyard of the Lord. 

Previous to the commencement of the gracious season of 
religious interest spoken of in our last discourse. Rev. Mr. 
Wilcox, the pastor, had signified to^the church that convictions 
of duty led him seriously to entertain the idea of a change in 
his pastoral relation ; that he felt impressed with the thought that 
his duty might lead him to another field of labor. Consequently 
on the 30th of Septe^iber, at his own request, he was dismissed 
from the pastoral charge of the church and congregation. For 
six years Mr. Wilcox had continued usefully and acceptably 
to fill the oflSce of pastor to this people, and was highly esteem- 
ed as a godly and devoted pastor and religious teacher. 3?he 
church and society were in a highly prosperous condition when 
he left them. 

The revival of 1842, to which we have referred, had pro- 
duced a most marked and happy effect on the eutire community, 
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Manj of the congregation, who before this, had manifested no 
special interest in the spiritual welfare of themselves or of the 
community, now become decided in their attachments to the 
church and the cause of Zion. This attachment they have 
evinced since by the smcerity of their faith and by lives of 
obedience to God and an irreproachably consistent christian 
deportment. 

In the month of November following the resignation of Mr. 
Wilcox, the church extended an invitation to Rev. Isaac Saw- 
yer, of Deerfield, N. H., to take the pastoral oversight of the 
church and society. Mr. Sawyer,* after due deliberation, 
accepted this call and entered upon the duties of the pastoral 
office early in the spring of 1843. The church was much 
quickened and the congregation enlarged, at the very be^n- 
ning of Mr. Sawyer's ministry. The church was now large. 
Many of its members were young in christian experience and 
needed the care and nurture of an experienced and affectionate 
pastor. The previous experience of Mr. Sawyer in the work 
of the ministry was a plecjge to the people here, of his adapt- 
edness to their wants, and he was most cordially received and 
his labors highly appreciated during the term of his ministry. 
This relation he sustained until the spring of 1849, a period of 
six years. We notice by the records of the doings of th« 
church during this time, a good degree of prosperity both in 
the affairs of the society and the enlargement of the church 
by conversions. In September, 1843, the Salem Baptist As- 
sociation met with them for the second time. The interest felt 
by the entire community in entertaining that religious body, 
was so great and the society so generally favored and promoted 
it by cordial and hearty co-operation, that the church, in thehr 
business meeting on the first of October, passed the following 
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vote of th^ appreciatioii of the kindness and good will of the' 
society as manifested on that occasion : 

"Unanimously Resolved. That we tender our heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to the congregation, which worship with us, for their kind and 
generous assistance in entertaining the Salem Baptist Association which 
met with us during the last week, and our prayer is, that as they kindly 
opened their doors to entertain the disciples of Jesus, they may also 
open their hearts that our blessed Lord may come in and sup with them 
and they with him?' 

Thus mutual and cordial was the true interest and love, man- 
ifested between the church and society ; the spiritual body 
leaving on record the appropriate and pious prayer that those 
who had freely imparted of their earthly things to aid the 
cause of their Redeemer might be rewarded by the Great 
Master in spiritual good. . # 

On December 25th, 1846, after solemn prayer for Divine 
direction, the church, in accordance with a previous appwnt- 
ment proceeded to the choice of two deacons, electing Stephen 
Woodman and Enoch Sawyer, to that oflSice. In the spring of 
1849, Rev. Mr. Sawyer, the pastor, having determined to 
leave for a distant part of the land, asked a dismission from his 
pastoral office, which, on the 18th of March, was granted with 
expressions of regret. Mr. Sawyer's ministry had been blessed 
to the conversion of a goodly number of the congregation, and 
he retained a strong hold on the affections of the people, ren- 
dering the dissolution a painful one to them. He possessed, it 
is said, the esteem and cordial sympathy of as large a portion 
of the community at the period of bis removal as at any pre- 
vious one of his ministry among the people, and his resignation 
was accepted at his own urgent request. Mr. Sawyer was the 
seventh pastor of the church since its organization, and he left 
the pastoral relation here at the deep regret of many warmly 
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attached friends. He is now the loved and useful pastor of a 
'Baptist church in Pittsburgh Pa., where^ as in his former fields 
of labor, he has been blessed of the Divine Master in bringjig 
sinners to the Saviour and of comforting, enlarging and strengtti- 
ening the church. 

The resignation of Mr. Sawyer, left the church -without a 
pastor. This vacancy, however, was soon supplied by the 
settlement of James M, Symonds. Mr. Synronds was invited 
here as a supply for a Sabbath or two without any reference to 
a settlement in the pastorate. But as they were destitute and 
he was without any definite engage^ment, the thoughts at 
first, and soon after the hearts of the people with great una- 
nimity settled upon him as their spiritual teacher and pastor. 
Mr. Symonds had preached for them a few Sa]}baths with gen- 
eral acceptance and a general expression of approbation from 
the church and' society. Accordingly on the 8th of May, the 
church extended to him a hearty and cordial invitation to be- 
come their pastor. This invitation being as cordially responded 
to by the concurrent action of the society, and the expression 
being happily a unanimous one, Mr. Symonds accepted the 
call, and arrangements were immediately made by the church 
and society in concert with Mr. Symonds^ for the services of 
ordination. 

Mr. Symonds was set apart to the great work of the gospel 
ministry and as a pastor of this church and society by appro- 
priate religious services and the laying on of hands on the 
18th of June, 1849. The exercises of the occasion were per- 
formed as follows : 

Introductory services by Rev. J. R, Manton, of Gloucester, 
Rev. A, S. Train, of Haverhill, and Rev. C. W'. Reading, of 
Beverly ; Sermon, by Rev. Rufus Babcock, D. D., his former 
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pastor, from John 3rd, 2nd. — " A teacher sent from God/' 
Prayer of Ordination, Rev. J. Keeley, of Wenham ; Charge, 
Rev. R. C. Mills, of Salem ; Hand of Feflowship, Rev. T. D. 
Anderson, of Roxbury ; Address to the Church and Society, 
Rev. C. W. Flanders, of Beverly ; Concluding Prayer, Rev. 
P. S. Adams, of Newburyport. 

The day was one of the loveliest and most beautiful of that 
charming month of the year, and the occasion brought out a 
very large concourse of people, from the village and the sur- 
rounding districts, as well as friends of the, church and the 
pastor elect from abroad. • The services are reported as having 
fixed the attention of a crowded audience and as having left 
valuable impressions on the minds of all present. 

Mr. Symonds came among this people with a good report 
from those acquainted with him, and was warmly greeted and 
cheerfully welcomed by the community to his new and impor- 
tant field of labors. The people of his pastoral charge appre- 
ciated and highly prized the talents and the piety which they 
had not failed to discover in their young pastor. 

Thus auspiciously commenced a ministry, soon to be termi- 
nated. Thus, high in hope and full of cheering promise, did 
one, chosen of God, assume the responsible charge of a large 
and interested fiock, and enter upon the oversight thereof with 
a zeal and devotion worthy of great praise. But man knoweth 
not the end. It is the glory of God to conceal a matter. The 
sovereign mandate of Him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will, 'and giveth no account to any of his 
creatures of his doings, had gone forth, and soon the bright 
prospect was shrouded in darkness, and the ways and dealings 
of God were enveloped in a mystery impenetrable by mortate. 

The hopeftd and thankful feeHng of the church in. review of 
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the year, is thus summed up in their AsSociational letter. 
Little did any then anticipate the severe affliction -so near at 
hand ; little did any, in the fresh joyousness of this recent 
settlement, see the cloud of sorrow already gathering, or for a 
moment think that the stroke of a sudden dissolution was so 
near at hand. Say the Records-^ 

" During the past Associational year our former pastor, Rev. Isaac 
Sawyer, asked and received a dismission from the pastoral charge of 
this church, leaving us destitute. In this condition, our prayer to God 
was, that he would send us a pastor to go in and out before us and 
break unto us the bread of life. And as we trust in answer to our 
prayers, our attention was soon directed to Br. James M. Symonds of 
Salem, and late a graduate of Newton Theological Institution, who 
received and accepted a unanimous call from this church and the society 
to become their pastor. He was ordained, June 13th. We were hap- 
pily disappointed in obtaining so soon another pastor in whom we are 
so well united." 

This record was made the last of September. Mr. Symonds 
was then absent and in a poor state of health, which he and 
his loving people hoped might be fully restored by rest. But 
God's ways are not our ways. Mr. Symonds left here on the 
3rd of September, and died the 17th of October, at Salem, 
among his own family friends, and in the same room where his 
own sainted mother met and triumphed over death, one year 
previous to hi^ death. 

Rev. James Munroe Symonds, the eighth pastor of this 
church, was bom in Salem, July 1817. At an early age he 
was made the subject of serious religious impressions, and it is 
believed obtained the pardoning mercy of God. At about 
20 years of age he made a public declaration of his faith in 
Christ, and united with the First Baptist Church in Salem. 
Believing himself divinely called of his Ascended Master to 
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prepare himself to labor in the great work of the nunistry of 
reconciliation, he pursued his studies to that end. (jraduating 
at Brown University in 1845, and at iJewton Theolo^cal 
Institution in 1848, being esteemed in his entire course of 
study for his Christian character and his industry as a scholar. 
He was settled over this church and society with an entire 
unanimity of the people, and all who had sought for the Divine 
guidance in the choice and settlement of a paator over them, 
felt that he was given in answer to prayer, and the relation 
was God approved, and therefore sacred. His ministry, how- 
ever, in the inscrutable counsels of heaven was to be but a 
short one. Ordained the 13th of June, he left for Salem, 
on a visit, Sept. 3d, and died Oct. 17th, of a disease of the 
heart. Funeral services were performed at Salem, attended 
by a large number of his afflicted flock from this place, as well 
as numerous friends at Salem. Funeral services were con- 
ducted by the following brethren : — ^Rev. Mr. Lamson, Rev. 
Mr. Flanders, Rev. Mr. Mills, Rev. Mr. Anderson, and Rev. 
Mr. Eaton. 

" O, for the death of those, 

Who slumber in the Lord ; 
O, he like theirs, my last repose, 

Like theirs my last reward." 

•The ladies of this church and congregation erected a fitting 
head stone at his grave, bearing the following inscription : 

Rev. James M. Symonds, Pastor of the First Baptist Church 
and Society in Salisbury and Amesbury, — ^Died in Salem, 
October 17th, 1849, Aged 32 years. 

"He walked with God." — ^*' And though dead,heyetspeak- 
eih." — He left his people the rich and heavenly legacy of a 
holy example and consistent christian life. 

About tiie beginning of September, the proprietors of the 
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meeting house^ ia concurrence with the wishes of the church 
and society, determined on enlarging, the better to accommo- 
date the numerous congregatioa and in accordance with the 
manifest wants of the community, in obtaining sittings for 
themselves and their families. The house was immediately 
sawn in sunder and a piece inserted suflScient to make twenty- 
four pews additional. This enterprise was entered upon and 
consummated with energy and commendable promptness. The 
house enlarged to its present dimensions, thoroughly repainted, 
frescoed and otherwise embellished, was re-entered in January 
1850, when, at its opening service. Rev. Dr. Anderson, the 
former pastor of Mr. Symonds, delivered a most solemn and 
fitting discourse to a crowded audience, upon the life and death 
of the pastor so recently removed from the people by the all- 
wise and inscrutable will of God. 

Again the church is destitute and the prayer of the pious 
is, that the Lord of the harvest would send them one to fill the 
place made vacant by the death of their late beloved pastor. 

The present pastor is the ninth to whose spiritual oversight 
the church has been committed, during a period of eighty 
years. His ministry commenced on the 1st of April, 1850, 
he having accepted of a unanimous invitation extended to him 
by the church and society on the 4th of March previous, to 
become their pastor. The services of a Public Recognition 
took place according to previous arrangements, on the 5th of 
June. The Introductory Services were performed by Rev^ 
Mr. Pinkham of West Amesbury ; Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Lam- 
son, of Portsmouth ; Sermon, by Rev. Mr. Train, of Haverhill; 
Prayer of Recognition, by Rev. Mr. Medbury, of Newbury- 
port ; Charge^ by Rev. Dr. Sharp, of Boston ; Address to the 
tJhurch*an3 Society, by Rev, C. W. FJanders^of Beverly, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



82 Historical dis6ourse^. 

These services deeply interested and profited si large cori-* 
gregation of attentive listeners, and the day was most agreeably 
closed by a sermon in the evening by Rev. Dr. Sharp, upon 
"Brotherly love," 

We now briefly review" a ministry of ten yearis, the period 
which has elapsed since the settlement of the present pastor. 
We refer only to general facts. The good hand of God has 
been towards us, and the blessing of the Most High has been 
mercifully vouchsafed. Seasons of spiritual refreshment have 
been graciously granted, and the place of our habitation, 
spiritually, has been enlarged. The church has grown in 
numbers, notwithstanding many of the elder members — the 
fathers and mothers of the church have been called from their 
state of service and faithful labor on earth, to their reward in 
the heavenly world. 

The years of the largest increase to the church have been 
those of 1850, the first year of the pastor's settlement, 1852, 
1854, and 1858. The last named date, was the most dis- 
tinguished, by the manifestations of the spirit's power. It was 
the year of great revivals in all parts of this cotintry, and the 
beginning of that series of revivals, or rather of that one great 
revival, which takes in different and distant countries in its 
broad and beneficial course. A revival, beginning in this 
land, and now progressing with glorious power in the British 
Isles and the continent of Europe, and which we pray may not 
cease until the world is converted to God. 

This religious awakening commenced among us in the latter 
part of 1857 ; the spirit of God, silently and yet manifestly 
was at work on the minds of both the members of the church 
and also of the unconverted. Previous to this we had been 
Buffering from a sad decline, and a great want of interest was 
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manifested on the part of all in reference to tie claims of reli- 
gion and the eternal state. But a few hearts became more 
deeply interested and began to wt'estle in prayer ulito God for 
a revival of his work. This feeling greatly increased in the 
intensity of its urgency, and in the numbers of those who 
become mighty and all prevalent iii prayer throu^ the spirit. 
Help was afforded from on high — groanings which could not be 
uttered, were heard in heaven, and the " Set time to favor 
Zion " was at hand. God drew near in mercy, and a large 
number of souls were brought to feel his saving power in 
their hearts, and to join themselves to the people of God in 
an everlasting covenant. 

This revival became the most general in the winter and 
spring of 1858. Meetings become frequent and crowded. 
The entipe church, with great unanimity of feeUng, and a spirit 
of renewed consecration to the service of the Lord, entered 
into this gpod work. Meetings were held during the afternoons 
and evenings of nearly every day for more than three months. 
Prayer was the mighty instrumentality used, and prayer, 
earnest, importunate and believing, drew down the inestimable 
treasures of grace and mercy. from God. Never did a more 
complete oneness exist in the church, and God worked with 
his people. Many praying parents clasped the child of hope 
and of much agonizing prayer to their bosom with tears of 
thankfulness for their conversion to God. Many husbands and 
wives received their companions, for whom they had labored 
and prayed in the spirit, as spiritual companions in Christ and 
heirs with them of the heavenly inheritance, while many of ail 
classes were led to believe and rejoice in Christ's pardoning 
love and marcy. Fi*om this revival the churcR receivedi a 
larger addition to its membership than at any prerious reviv2d 
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it had pleased the Great Head of the church to bestow upon 
them. Fifty-seven were added by baptism, apd thirteen in 
.other ways, making a total of seventy during the year. It was 
not by might, nor by power, but by the spirit of the Lord, 
And to his gi*feat name be ascribed all the praise. This season 
of spiritual refreshing will never be forgotten, and we feel that 
the church of the future is destined to feel the, power an(> 
influence of sonje of those, who in this season of God's gracious 
manifestation have been made the willing and joyful subjects 
of his converting grace. 

During the present pastoral relation, the Providence of God 
has been of a peculiarly marked character in the removal from 
the church by death of four Deacons. This has been as re- 
markable as it has been mysterious, that in the space of ten 
years four oflSce-bearers should have been removed in this 
manner. Dea. Jeremiah Sawyer, the senior officer of the 
church, was called to his heavenly home on the 19th of April, 
1854. He was baptized by Elder John Peak in September, 
1809, and united with the church in Newburyport. In Nov. 
1811, he removed his church relation and became connected 
with this church. He had been a conscientious and devoted 
Christian, and a consistent member of the church for forty-five 
jears, and a large portion of that time an officer in the church. 
He died full of years and ripened in piety. Of few men could 
it be said, as it ;naight with all justice be of Dea. Sawyer, that 
he ever maintained an unspotted Christian hfe through the 
entire course of his chur'ch membership. Living in the days 
,of trial and many grievou,s annoyances for conscience sake, 
during the early part of Jiis discipleship* he loved, honored 
and firmly maintained his denominational views. But he was 
Xiev^j indifferent tp ihe jgreat brotherhood pf the saints, H^ 
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loved all who loved Christ, his Savior, and longed for a nniott 
of the whole household of faith. H*e hved beloved, and died 
lamented by all who knew him. But death was soon to make 
another breach in our midst. Even at the instant when the 
father died, the son was fast declining and preparing to meet 
his sainted parent in the heavenly state. United in Ufe, both 
in church relation and in their official position, as well as by 
natural relationship, so in death they were not long sundered. 
Dea. Enoch Sawyer, the son of Dea. Jeremiah Sawyer, died 
on the 20th of the September following his father's death in 
April. Death came to him not unexpectedly, nor did it find 
him imprepared for the summons. In Deacon Sawyer's death 
was illustrated the power of a living faith to overcome the fears 
of death — subject to bondage in his life time through fear of 
death, as the last messenger drew near, his faith grew clearer 
and stronger, so that he anticipated his last change with trium- 
phant joy. " Mai^k the perfect man-%id behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is peace." Dea. Sawyer died in the 
meridian of life, beloved as a prudent man, a wise counsellor, 
a sincere Christian, and a worthy member of this church, and 
he left a name of good report by those who are without. 

Dea. Isaac Tuxbury, the third in order of the departed 
office-bearers of this church, since the settlement of the present 
pastor, died May 22d, 1859. His death was sudden, though 
not unanticipated. While returning from the sanctuary at 
noon on the Sabbath, he was met by the last messenger before 
he reached his family and home, and though his wife and chil- 
dren and sorrowing friends were soon at his side, his spirit 
passed away ere he could be conveyed to his house. But death 
was no m,es8enger of terror to him, nor was his approach an 
unwelcome one ; he came as a consecrated servant, an angel of 
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God, to loose the alver cords of Ijfe and let the freed spirit 
•wing ys way back to God.. Dea. Tuxbury wa^ baptized, Sept. 
1820, was elected to the office of Deacon m 1831, and for 
about thirty-nine years faithfully served this church. Ever 
at the post of duty in the church, constant at all meetiujgs, 
pubhc ,and priva)be, his influence was constantly felt in all the 
interests of the church, and his » example was worthy of the 
imitation of all the younger meinbers in the re^arity -and 
constancy with which he served the church. 

In less than a year after the death of Dea. Tuxbury, the 
church was suddenly called to mourn the departure of another 
of the Deacons. Dea. WiUiam Carruthers died March 6th, 
1860. From a youth he had been a professed disciple of 
Jesus Christ. His earliest connection was with the Congre- 
gational church, in which conmiunion his father and brother were 
ministers, and his family friends were there all connected. He 
was baptized by Ke v. EJ^ah Foster in 1 881 and become a mem- 
ber of this church, and soon after his union with the church was 
by the confidence of his brethren, elected to the office of Deacon, 
which office he filled tiU his death. He had done much for 
the church, especially during the earlier years of his connect 
tion with it. Possessed of strong native talents, enlarged and 
JDoaproved by reading, he became a very efiective speaker on 
all the topics which engaged his thoughts. The claims' of the 
poor, the enslaved, the unfortunate of all classes, received his 
sympathies. He was an ardent friend of missions, and all the 
rehgious and benevolent enterprises of the church. His death 
was sudden, and tjie sadness of all hearts at the announcement 
of his death, showed how deep the community felt his loss, 
We doubt not that he has joined those who had gone before 
him in ^ better world. 
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On the 22d of June, 1859, the church, In accordance with 
previous appointment, proceeded to the election of two more 
Deacons to §11 the places of those who h^d been called from 
them by death. The choice of the church, by a unanimous 
vote, fell upon brethren Ebenezer Tucker and Benjamin S. 
Blake. These two brethren, and Stephen Woodman, now bear 
the oflSce of deacons in this church. 

While we, my brethren, cherish the names and the virtues 
of the departed ones, let us never be unmindful of that gracious 
Providence which has so mercifully watched over all the passed 
years of the church, and filled the vacancies made in our midst, 
by the constant blessing of his spirit on, the word preached, 
and the bringing in of other faithful brethren and sisters to 
fill the places of those made yacant by the hand of death. 
" Whatsoever our hands findeth to do " let us do it with our 
might, for there is no work nor wisdom, nor knowledge, nor 
device in the grave. 

Having briefly passed oyer these records of the church and 
presented to you some of the prominent and reliable facts con- 
nected with the past, we gather up for a condensed summary 
the following results : 

The whole number connected with the church since its 
organization as a Branch, to the present time, has been about 
700. * Of the constituent members of the church none now 
remain — ^but of their immediate descendants, there have ever 
been found some in the church through all her struggles, her 
persecutions, and her triupaphs; whose love to the principles 
and practices of their fathers, and whose zeal in maintaining 
the great truths for which they suffered and sacrificed so much 
and so willingly, have given stability and strength to the 
(church. Instead of the f§,thers who h^ve finishecl their course 
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on earth, have been their children and their children's chfldren, 
and God has been faithful to all his promises. Of this 700 
members, who have at different times found here a home, 120 
of them were united to the church -while it sustained the rela- 
tion of a branch, a period of forty-one years, or an average of 
about three members a year. From 1821 fo 1860, there have 
been added about 600, making an average during the thirty* 
seven years of about fifteen a year. Of the thirty-seven 
members who belonged to the church at the time that it be- 
came an Independent church in 1821, there remain now in 
the church only three, Ruth Morrill, Anna Boardman and 
Frederick Bagley, and of that three, only one, Bro. Bagley, 
has been able to attend the public worship, or the ordinances 
of the church for some years past. As the children of Israel, 
after a sojourn of forty years in the wilderness, were all swept 
away by the stroke of death, and two only, Joshua and Caleb, 
entered into the land of Canaan, with the children of those 
who had fallen on the way ; — so we, after the lapse of forty 
years, find the entire membership of this church swept into 
their graves with the exception of the three we have named, 
only one of which number is now able to mingle in our public 
services. Our fathers and mothers have fallen asleep and gone . 
to their reward, while their children and Others who have joined 
themselves to the Lord and to his people in covenant, enter 
into and enjoy the fruits of their toils and sacr&ces in assert- 
ing and defending the faith of the gospel. 

The church has been served by "the gifts and labors of nine 
pastors, exclusive of the labors of Dr. Shepherd, who had the 
oversight of the branch for many years, in connection with 
the church at Brentwood. We should also record the names 
of those worthy servants of God, Be?. Mr. Grant and Bev» 
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Mr. Eyans. Rev. Mr. G. Crocker also labored for a season, 
assisting Mr, Foster during his illness, as we have stated in 
its place. During the entire period of the existence of the 
church as a branch of Brentwood, the pastoral oflSce was sus- 
tained by Elder Chase and Elder True, in connection with Dr. 
Shepherd, who made occasional visits for preaching among 
them. Since 1822, the termination of Elder True's services, 
a period of thirty-eight years, the church has enjoyed the labors 
of seven pastors, the Rev. Mr Barnaby,two terms, making about 
four years ; Rev. Mr. Foster, three years ; Rev. Mr. Crane, 
one year ; Rev. Mr. Wilcox, six years ; Rev. Mr. Sawyer, 
six years; Rev. Mr. Symonds, four months, and the present 
pastor, ten years. 

The pastoral relation has been terminated twice by death, 
or sickness terminating in death. These both died young ; 
Rev. Mr. Foster at the age of thirty-five, and Rev. Mr. Sym- 
onds at the age of thirty-two— both lovely in life, talented, 
pious, and consecrated in a high degree to the great work to 
which their Lord and Master had called them. Early gone ! 
But not lost, not lost to the church on earth or in heaven. 
Being dead they yet speak to the church by that example and 
influence which survives death, while we doubt not in their 
glorified state above, have been transferred to that condition 
of activity for which they were prepared. God only knows, 
brethren, whether we may do most for him, for his kingdom 
and his glory, on earth or in heaven, and he orders our ways 
as he sees best for us and his cause. The other five pastors 
yet live, it is believed, and are engaged in active service in 
some part of their Master's vineyard. 

The office of deacons has been filled by ten brethren. Three 
before the separation -from the Brentwood church and seven 
7 
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since ; of this number only three survive, and they are the pre- 
sent deacons of the church. Death has removed four from 
their services in the church in the brief space of six years past, 
and thus solemnly admonishing us that we know not what a 
day may bring forth. Therefore, let all watch and pray, for 
the Master cometh at an hour that we think not of and in a 
day we are not aware of his approach. 

It has been the privilege of this church to have been honored 
of God in sending forth into the gospel ministry five young 
men from her number, to be spiritual laborers in the great 
harvest-field of the church. These are, George W. Gate, Wil- 
liam Douglas, Ch'arles W. Flanders, Francis B. Prevaux, and 
S. Farnsworth Brown. Of these five brethren, George W. 
Gate and Francis E. Prevaux, have finished their work and 
entered their eternal rest. The others are now actively en- 
gaged in the work of the ministry. 

In this series of Historical Discourses upon the Eise and Pro* 
gross of this Church and Society we have passed, my hearers, 
over a period of some eighty years, eventful years, for all bear 
reports to heaven, and lay before the throne of God accounts 
of deeds accomplished, lives lived, characters formed, and 
events, assuming shape and form for future life or for eternity. 
What events, full of telling interest, and accountable effort 
have transpired within the bounds of thi^ Christian church ^nd 
congregation during the four score years, the period of a life 
time of some yet among us ! How many have lived, acted and 
died within that space of time ! How many have here labored 
in the Great Master's service — sowed the seeds of gospel truths 
— wept and prayed for the precious harvest of the future, and 
dying have, left to us their inheritance ! How many precious 
eoulg have here, under the gospel of the grace of God, boeu 
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fitting for the great future, and have gone with their characters 
matured, their lives written and their work finished, to meet 
the joyous or the dreadful awards of that life, before the throne 
of God above ! May we draw such lessons of profit as shall 
make our lives better, our service to God and truth more 
-earnest and faithful, and our eternal state more certainly one 
of immortal bliss and glory. 

We hasten now from the past — ^from the historic records of 
the church's struggles and feebleness to its condition of per- 
manency and strength, and seel^ to gather up a few brief and 
instructive lessons, and draw a few reflections before we close 
this discourse, and with it this series of hasty historical out- 
lines, of brief biography, and the statements of principles which 
made the lives and times of our denominational fathers so 
eventful and so earnest. *May we, my hearers, be the " fol- 
lowers of those who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises." 

The history of the church as we have traced it along in its 
pathway of prosperity and usefulness shows us — ^first of aJl, 
and perhaps a fact as^deeply affecting its entire history as any 
other, except its piety and its love of truth, that a great and 
marked unanimity of feeling and action has ever eod«ted 
among its members. This statement applies to the whole 
period of the eighty years we have here contemplated. God 
has blessed his people with a oneness of 'feeling and of action, 
a spirit of concord, of harmonious deliber9,tions, of unity in 
views entertained and promulgated, and of concentration in 
plans and labors to advance the. Redeemer's kingdom. We 
find no e^ddences of a division seriously affecting the unity of 
the church, or interrupting it in its great mission as an effec- 
tive working power in the cause of the Eedeemer, Gommis- 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



92 HISTORICAL BISCOUESEa. 

sioned, as she eyidenUy has been, to a high and holy work ; 
consecrated as have been her ministers and members as 
laborers in the Master's vineyard, no heresy has been permit- 
ted to prevail within her sacred enclosure to an extent that 
might injure her usefulness. And in the few cases of individual 
defection from the faith, the separation of the disaffected from 
the body has been in such a manner as to leave the body united 
and prosperous in its work. True, there have been days and 
years of great and sore trial, errors and false doctrines have 
beea fiercely promulgated, and the faith of Christians severely 
assailed, so as to deceive, if it were possible, " the very elect " 
of God's people, but I believe that the harmony of sentiment 
and practice in this church has never materially suffered 
thereby. Wlule many of the churches of our ovrn and other 
denommations have been subjected to fiery trials, and even 
divided into factions by cunning zealots and the arrogance of 
presumptous leaders, there has here ever been a spirit of har- 
mony, a united brotherhood in church relation, and a firmness 
in the defence of the gospel in the entire body. In this Chris- 
tian bond there has been a firm holdiil^ of the head in the 
unity of the one Lord — one faith — one baptism of the New 
Testament Church. And this spirit has greatly promoted the 
stability, the enlargement and the efficiency of the church in 
each progressive stage of her existence. This has contributed 
essentially to give her the position of power and influence which 
she now holds in this enlightened and enterprising community. 
As illustrative of the facts now stated, we find among the 
incidental and interesting occurences of the past, the follow- 
ing, indicative of the wonderful ways and providences of God. 
At one period there were connected with this church, in the 
aacred relation of harmonious membership, persons from seven 
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Afferent nadons ; bom in different and distant lands, possessing 
educational peculiarities and national preferences, widely and 
vastly diflferent, yet here have they been associated in one 
loving band of disciples ; members of the* same Christian 
church, bowing at the same altar of prayer and praise, and 
striving together for the honor and glory of the same common 
Redeemer and Saviour. 

Among these representatives of different nations here found 
as one in Christ Jesus, might have been seen two, whose early 
lives and services had been of a widely different character, 
which would have engendered and fostered feelings opposite to 
those which they have cherished towards each other in their 
relation as members of the body of Christ. They had spent 
their earlier life in the tented field and amid.the pomp and 
marshal array of battie. The one a soldier in the French 
army, under the renowned Napoleon 1st, the other in the 
British army, imder the conqueror of Napoleon, the Duke of 
Welhngton. But now being made one through the power of 
the eternal spirit and heirs together of the grace of life, their 
national hostihties are remembered, no more, they love as 
brethren in Christ, and side by side with the armor of the gos- 
pel girded on, they stand up as. the soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
the captain of salvation and the Prince of Peace. 

Is there not in this spirit, my brethren, the foreshadowing 
of a more glorious union to be effiected by the gospel of the Son 
of God ? Mankind are but one family, offspring of the same 
heavenly parent, children of the same Almighty Father, and 
in every nation he that feareth God and worketh righteous- 
ness is accepted of Him. May God hasten that blessed day, 
long smce foreseen in prophetic vision, and yet delayed in 
\ta consummation, the day when ^^one song i^all employ all 
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nations," and all ciy, " Worthy the Lamb, for he was slsun fwr 

usr 

'< The dweUers in the Tales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy } 
Tilly nation after nation, taught the strain. 
Earth rolls the rapturous hosannah round." 

The second subject demanding our grateful acknowledgment 
to God on our review of the past, is fJie hctppy change Jn the 
condition and position of our denonmiation since the days of 
the early fathers of this church. This felicitous change is not 
alpne seen and felt in this place and this section of the land^ 
but in all parts of our land and concerning the denomination 
in general. How vastly changed the relative position of the 
Baptists and their opposers since that day ! We have in view 
of all that God has done for us reason to exclaim, " What hatb 
God wrought!" 

Then, churches of the Baptist faith were few, feeble, and 
in an obscure position — their members widely scattered and 
poor in earthly goods, their sentiiAents misrepresented and 
despised by the many, and the whole denomination as a con- 
sequence, and all adherents to their opinions were placed under 
grievous civil disabiUties. On the other hand, power, wealth,, 
and offices of trust and control were all placed in the hands- 
of those who oppressed them. The churches recognized by 
the State, leaned upon the civil government for support and 
encouragement, and demanded the arm of its authority for the 
crushing of its (^ponents. Infant baptism was then an estab- 
lished dogma, having an imiversal and unquestioned dominion 
in the churches, and was entrenched by what seemed to 1)0 an 
invincible and invulnerable public opinion. The rite was made 
to possess a mysterious efficacy and a sanctifying power, so 
that to die without baptism was to endanger the salvation <£ 
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the soul. Hence the Baptists were deemed and treated as 
disturbers of the harmony of the church, and enemies to the 
reUgious convictions and established customs which swayed and 
controlled the Christian community. 

But God be thanked for that great and happy change now 
so patent to all reflecting minds. The triumphs of truth have 
been mighty^-th£ change in public opinion has been great and 
happy iij its influence in advancing the truth. Churches of 
the Baptist faith have increased in an unprecedented degree 
and been established in all parts of the land. The number of 
communicants has been multiplied by hundreds of thousands, 
while in wealth, in education, in social position and general 
influence in society, they have attained and now occupy a most 
enviable and honorable post. The doctnne of believer's^ap- 
tism, to the exclusion both of infant baptism and of sprinkling 
as substitute for baptism, has obtained a very oieneral credence 
in the public mind and bids 'fair soon 'to obtain the exclusive 
practices of all Protestant churches. We hail as a delightful 

^ promise of a true unity in the Christian chnirch, all evidences 
of candor of investigation, all careful study of the word of 
God, accompanied with prayer for the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit ; all sincere seeking to ascertain what the Divine truth 

. reveals and what the will of God is, in reference to this great 
truth. May no human influence be allowed to prevent God's 
people from yieldmg a strict obedien^ to his word in all things. 
Then, speedily shall come that day when the watchmen shall 
see eye to eye, and together lift up their voices with harmony 
of sentiment, in defence of the primitive faith of the gospel. 

A third subject of reflection arismg from our review is in 
reference to the steady and constant changes produced in our 
numbers by the event of death* # 
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Our Fathers, where are they? Generations of them have 
gone to the grave— gone through the world, gone out of the 
world and gone into eternity. But we hope that being dead 
they yet speak — ^that their influence lives and is felt by us all* 
We have glanced at some features in their life's history, at the 
religious aspects of their connection with this church and so- 
ciety. But how soon is the brief record of the years of their 
lives closed ! Where are the prophets, the ministers, who once 
here uttered the messages of the Most High ? Where are the 
men and women of a former generation, who listened to their 
tones of warning or of comfort, and whose lives and future 
destiny were moulded by their power ? We repeat the names 
of Shepherd, Chase, True, Peak and others of God's minis- 
ters, who have spoken to this religious society the word of the 
Lord, but where are they? Done, their labors — ceased, their 
lives of toil and sacrifice for the truth. And where are those 
noble mentoid godly women who for conscience sake suffered 
self denials, who labored and fainted not in the hour of trial ? 
Gone — ^finished their honored lives and their faithful testimony 
to the truth as it is in Jesus. Gone to their account and their 
reward on high. 

Or if we take the second period pf our review before us, if 
we trace the church's history since its independent formation, 
we have the same mournful facts before us. In the ministry, 
where is now the loved Foster and others of precious memory ? 

" They, the holy ones and weakly, 
"Who the Cross of suffering bore, 

Folded their pale hands so meekly/ 
Speak, with us on earth no more." 

And the young, the- talented, the lamented Symonds! How 

sweetly still lingers in living power his memory among us, like 

a heavenly inspu-ation to noble doing. 
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** He, the young and strong, who cherished 

Noble longings for the strife ; 
By the wayside fell and perished, 

Weary, with the march of life." 

Turn we then from the ministry to the membership of the 
church, bought with the Redeemer's blood ; of the active mem- 
bers forty years ago, only three survive the -wreck of mortality* 
The rest have enjjed the race, and these three who yet remain 
are living in voiceless communion with the past ; are waiting 
the hour, by heaven ordained, for a reunion above ! How 
solemnly these facts preach to us, who enter into their labor. 
Death has hushed their voices and silenced the tongue of elo- 
quence, but in influence they live, and their example cheers 
us on our pilgtim way to the better land above. 

My brethren and friends, if I may be indulged with a refer- 
ence to my own emotions and aspirations, as I have retraced 
the lives and deeds of those gone before us, I would say, that 

" Thus, though oft depressed and weary, 

All my fears are laid aside ; 
If, I but remember only, 

Such as these, have lived, and died.'' 

Another thought arising from our subject, is that it is of 
great importance for us, the present members of this church 
and society^ to clearly understand^ firmly adhere to and steadr 
fastly to maintain the doctrines of the gospel in their purity. 
The unity of this church has beeii maintained, its harmony 
preserved and its prosperity secured, by loving, defending, 
and with conscientious fidelity adhering to, the institutions and 
faith of the gospel. On this alone God has blessed her and 
multiplied her as a flock. Here she has won her victories of 
truth and here been blessed with the approbation and presence 
of the God of mercy. And is it a false, or a hasty conviction, 
that our future success or defeat, our enlarged prosperity or 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



98 • HISTORICAL DISCOURSES.- 

our declining power, will depend, largely, upon our sacredly 
keeping the £aith ? Must we not understand our mission and 
our obligations in reference to the great distinctive doctrine£^of 
the denomination, and thus honor the institutions, and the au- 
thority of Him, who is Head over all things imto tiie Church ? 
Forsake these doctrines of Christ, cease our fidelity in assert- 
ing and defending their commanding authority over the heart 
and the conscience, and we must expect to be forsaken of God. 
The life must be obedient to God — -the will submissive and 
then may we contume confidently to expect the broad and hal- 
lowed seal of oui* Divine Master's approbation. 

Finally — if we would have God to be with us as He has 
been with our fathers, we must embrace and live ever wader 
the "power of the faith of the gospel. They loved, they behov- 
ed, and they preached the doctrines of the gospel in all their 
simphcity and truth. Repentance towards God and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of lost men they 
constantly aflSmied, and these great cardinal doctrines were 
fundamental in their preaching. We, like them, must beheve, 
heartily embrace, and earnestly defend the gospel of recon- 
ciliation. Our prosperity must not seduce us from a defence 
of the faith, nor must we permit our sufferings, persecutions 
or scandal to deter us from promulgating the truths wjiich our 
Master has committed to us as a sacred and invaluable trust. 

And you, my hearers, who have not with the heart believed 
unto righteousness, nor with the mouth confessed the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your hope and your friend, 0, haste to secure 
the favor and the salvation of God. Let hone five in disobe- 
dience to him whose goodness has so signally marked all the 
footsteps of our fathers, and brought forth and nourished this 
vine of his own planting and made it strong for himself. Aa 
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he has been the God of our fathers so let him be our God. 
Let us honor him in hfe, that he may be our present and our 
everlasting reward. Is it needful for me, my hearers, to re- 
mind any of you of the uncertainty of life and the importance 
of hving in a state of daily, constant preparation for death and 
all ihe solemn issues of the future world ? Shall the voices of 
past generations, that have gone from this religious society 
into the eternal world be disregarded and unheard by the hv- 
ing ? How near we stand to the grave, how soon we pass on to 
the retributions of the world of spirits ! 

" Amid ten thousand snares we stand, 
Supported by his guardian hand ; 
And see, when we review our ways, 
Ten thousand monuments of praise." 

Surely, the goodness of God leadeth us to repentance, and 
let it never be said to the reproach of our deep and fearful 
depravity that we returned not unto the Lord, according to 
all the benefits he has bestowed upon us. 

Who will hear and take heed for the time to come ? Who 
will this day — this hour, turn penitently to God and seek the 
salvation offered them in the gospel of reconciliation ? " Be- 
hold now is the accepted time ; behold now is the day of salva- 
tion." 0, let us all unite In earnest supplications before the 
mercy ^eat and say now at the close of this review of the past, 
" 0, Lord, we beseech thee send now prosperity " — " Send u» 
help out of Zion, for vain is the help of man." 
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Note A — ^referred to on page 35. The Petition addressed 
to the Legislature of the State for an act of Incorporation was 
as follows : — 

" To the Honorable, the Senate and the House of Representatives, of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled, 
Respectfully present the subscribers, inhabitants of the towns of Salis- 
bury and Amesbury, in the County of Essex, that there has been a Bap- 
tist Church and Society in Salisbury, with a regular teacher of Piety, 
Religion and Morality, for more than twenty years past, and have had 
their part of the minister rates paid to their own minister, agreeable to 
the Constitution, as they understood it. But by a late decision of the 
Supreme Bench, the Congregational Societies in said towns say that 
the Baptists are not entitled to their part of the money as they have 
been in time past. 

Your petitioners humbly pray that they, together with such others 
as may join with them and their successors, may be incorporated into a 
religious Society, by the name of Ito Fibst Baptist Society in 
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Salisbury, tnth-all powers, privileges and immunities that other reli- 
gious Societies are entitled to under the Constitution and Laws of this 
Commonwealth. 

And as in duty hound will ever pray. 

Salisbury, May 16, 1811. 



Jahez True, 
Moses Gill^ 
Ezekiel Fo\<rler, 
Joseph Flanders, 
Thomas Boardman, Jr.* 
Nathaniel Bing, 
Thomas Boardman,Sen^ 
Moses Flanders, 
David Currier, 
Philip Wadleigh, 
Henry Maxfield, 
John Morrill, 
David Morrill, Jr. 
Bennet Flanders, 
Nathan Flanders, 
Bradbury Morrill, 
Henry Goodwin, Jr- 
Thomas Frost, 
Stephen Greely, 
Samuel A. Tuckery 
James Tucker, 
William Morrill, 
David Morrill. 



Williamnuntington,Jr., 
Samuel FoUansbee, 
Benjamin Morrill, 
Daniel Barnard, 
Moses Greely, 
Philip Gould, 
Richard Currier, 
Jeremiah Sawyer, 
Aaron Clough, 
William Goodridge, 
Daniel Fowler, 
Jonathan Martin, 
Allen Greely,* 
Charles Bayles, 
Joseph Boardman, 
Jonathan Morrill, (A.) 
Benjamin Currier, 
Abraham Morrill, Jr.* 
Samuel Merrill, 
Stephen Brown, (Capt.) 
Jacob Currier, 
James Quimby,* 
Eliphalet LowelL 



♦Those marked with a star are believed to be yet living. • 

P. S. We do not find the name of Dea. Thomas Flanders and some 
other prominent members of the Baptist Society, known to have acted 
with them in those days,, affixed to this petition. The reason doubtless 
is, that they did not reside in this State, and hence could not consist- 
ently sign a petition to the Legislature of Massachusetts for such an 
object. 



Note B — ^referred to on page 35. 

To Jacob Brovitn, Esq., (me of the Juaticea of the Peace for the County 

of Essex: 

We, the subscribers, members of the First Baptist Society in Salis- 
bury, hereby request that you would issue a Warrant to one of said 
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Bubscribers, requiring him to notify and warn a meeting of said Baptist 
Society, to be held in some convenient time and place for the purpose 
of Organizing said society, by the appointment of its officers, agreeably 
to an act of incorporation* 
Salisburyt August I5th, 1812. 



ESSEX, ss. To Joseph Flanders, one of the signers of the foregoing 
application : You are hereby required in the name of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, to notify and warn the members of the First Baptist 
Society in Salisbury, to meet at the Baptist Meeting-house in said Salis- 
bury, on ■We4nesday the 26th day of August, current, at 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon, for the purpose of organizing said Society, by the ap- 
pointment of its officers agreeably to the foregoing application and act 
of incorporation. 

Hereof fail not, and make return of this Warrant with your doings 
hereon, at the time and place of holding said meeting. 
Given under my hand and seal, at Salisbury, the 15th day of August, 

A. D. one thousand eight hundred and twelve. 

Jacob Brown, Just. Peace. 

Pursuant to the foregoing Warrant, to me directed, I hereby notify 
and warn the members of the First Baptist Society in Salisbury, to 
meet at the time^nd place, and for the purposes as mentioned and 
expressed in the loregoing Warrant. Joseph Flanders. 

Salishury, August I5th, 1812. 



Note C — referred to on page 39. We have corrected only 

the spelling to conform it to present use. 

To Dea. Jabez True, your Cow that I took for your parish tax for 
1811, was struck off to Capt Samuel Eaton for 15 dollars. 

Your tML is $8,81 

For taking, advertising and vendueing, 1,50 

' For keeping, 50 

10,81 

Joseph Stevens, Parish CoUedor. 
Salisbury f December IZth, 181^ 
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Note D-<-referred to on page 53. The following list con- 
tains the names of the thirty-seven members connected with 
the church at the date of its re-organization as an independent 
church, September 14th5 1821 :— , 



Jabez True, (Elder,) 
Ruth True, 
D'ea. Thomas Flanders, 
Priscilla Flanders, 
Nathaniel Flanders, 
Judith FlAders, 
Samuel Flanders, 
Isaac Tuxbury, Jr. 
Joseph Flanders, 
Susannah Flanders, 
Lydia Tuxbury, 
Catherine Ring, 
Meriam Bay ley (Martin) 
Josiah Plummer, 
Betsey Flanders, 
Susannah Webster, 
Sarah Barnard, 
Anna Boardn^tan, 

Ruth Morrill. 



Frederick Bagjey, 
Moses Emery, 
John Webster, 
Rhoda Greeley, 
Hannah Fowler, 
Ruth Morrill, 
Moses Morrill, 
Lois Barnard, 
Molly Chandler, 
Hannah Goodwin, 
Jeremiah Sawyer, 
Betsey Sawyer, 
Lois Fitts, 
Hannah Penson, 
Samuel MorrilJ, 
Moses Gill, • 
Rhoda Currier, 
Affa Yell, 
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SALISBURY AND AMESBURY. 
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A SUMMARY DECLARATION 

OP 

3FAITH AJfB PRACTICE. 



Having been enabled by Divine grace to give up ourselves 
unto the Lord, and likewise to each other by the will of God, 
we account it a duty incumbent upon us to make a Declara- 
tion of our Faith and Practice, to the honor of Christ and 
glory of his name ; knowing, that as with the heart man be- 
Ueveth unto righteousness, so with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation. 

I. OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely 
inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction ; 
that it has God for its Author, salvation for its end, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its matter ; that it reveals 
the principles by which God will ^udge us ; and therefore is, 
and ^hall remain to the end of the world, the true centre of 
Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human 
conduct, creeds and opinions should be tried. 

Places in the Bible where taught 

2 Tim. 3 : 16, 17. 2 Pet. 1 : 21 ; 2 Sam. 23: 2 ; Acts 1 : 16;— 3 : 21, 
John 10 : 36 ; Luke 16 : 29-31 ; Psl. 1 19 : 111 ; Rom. 3 : 1, 2. 2 Tim. 3 
16. 1 Pet 1 : 10-12 ; Acts. 11 ; 14 ; Rom. 1 : 16 j Mark 16 : 16 ; John 6 1 
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S4-39, Prov. 30 : 5, 6. John 17:17; Sev. 22 : 18, 19 ; Eom. 3 : 4 j 
Bom. 2:12; John 12 : 47, 48 ; 1 Cor. 4: 3,4 ; Luke 10 : 10-16 ; 12 : 47, 
48. Phil. 3:16; Ephes. 4: 3-6 ; Phil 2 : 1, 2; 1 Cor. 1: 10; 1 Pet. 4: 11. 
1 John4: 1; Isa.*: 20; 1 Thes. 5: 21 ; 2 Cor. 13: 5; Acts 17: 11; 1 g" 
John 4:6; Jude 3d verse ; Eph. 6 : 17 ; Pea. 11^: 59, 60{ Phil. 1 : 9-lL 

H. OF THE TBIJE GOD. 

That there is one, and only one, true and living God, whose X7h4 ^M 
name is JEHOVAH, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of heaven t.s.1^1 ^ 
and earth ; inexpressibly glorious in holiness ; worthy of all 
possible honor, confidence and love ; revealed under the per- 
sonal and relative distinctions of the Father, the Son, and the j^ ,^ , , 
Holy Spirit; equal in every divine perfection, and executing -^ 
distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. ^^ ^ -^'^ 

Psa. 83 : 18 ; Heb. 3:4; Rom. 1 : 20; Jer. 10 : 10. Exod. 15 : 11 . 
Isa. 6:3; 1 Pet, 1:15,16; Bev. 4 ; 6-8. Mark 12: 30; Bev.4:ll; 
Math. 10 : 37 ; Jer. 2 : 12, 13. Matt. 28 : 19 ; John 15 : 26 ; 1 Cor. 12 : 
4-6 ; 1 John 5 : 7. John 10 : 30 ; John 5 : 17 ; 14, 23 ; Acts 5 : 3, 4 ; ' r ^. 
1 Cor. ;»: 10,11. Eph.2:18; 2Cor./:14; Rev.l:4,5. * ^ ^' 

m. OF THE FALL OF MAN. 

That man was created in a state of holiness, under the law 
of his Maker ; but by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state ; in consequence^ of which 411 mankind 
are now sinners, not by constraint but choice, being by nature 
utterly void of that holiness required by the law of God, wholly 
given to the gratification of the world, of Satan, and of their 
own sinful passions, and therefore under just condemnation to 
eternal ruin, without defence or excuse. 

Gen.l:27; 1 ; 31 ; Eccl. 7:29; Acts 17 ; 20 ; Gen. 2 : 16. Gen.3:, ^ 
6-24; Rom. 5: 12. Rom. 5; 19; John 3:6; Psa. 51: 5; Rom. 6:^^- ^ ■ 
15-19 ; 8 : 7. Isa. 53 : 6 ; Gen, 6 : 12 ; Rom. 3 : 9-18. Eph. 2 : 1-3 j 
Jtom. 1 : 18 ; 1 : 32 ; Gal. 3 : 10 ; Matth. 25 : 41 ; Rev. 20 : 15. Esek. 
18:19,20; Rom.l:20; 3 : 19 ; Gal.3:22. 

IV. THE WAY OF SALVATION, 

TJufct the salvation of ginners is wholly of grace, through 
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the Mediatorial Offices of the Son of God, who took upon him* 
oar nature, jet without ^n ; honored the law by his personal 
obedience, and made atonement for our sins by his death ; 
being risen from the dead he is now enthroned in heaven ; and 
unitmg in his wonderful person the tenderest sympathies with 
divine perfections, is every way qualified to be a suitable, a 
compassionate, and an all-sufficient Saviour. 

Eph. 2: 5; Matth. 18: 11 ; 1 John4: 10; 1 Cor. 3 : 6-7 ; Acts 15: * 

r, . 11. John 3 : 16 ; 1 : 1-14 ; Heb. 4 : 14 ; 12 : 24. Phil. 2 : 6, 7 ; Heb. 

\AX 2:9; 2:14; 2 Cor. 8 : 9. Isa. «ft: 21; Phil. 2: 8 ; Gal. 4 : 4. 5 ; Rom. 

: 3:21. .I8a.63:4; Matth. 20:28; Ilom.4:25; 3:21-26;1 John4: 

10; 2: 2; 1 Cor. 15: 1-3; Heb. 9: 13-15. Heb. 1 : 8 ; 1 : 3 ; 8:?; Col, 

3:1-4. Heb.7:25;Col.2:9;Heb.2:18;7:26;P8a.89:19;P8a.45. 

V. OF JUSTIFICATION. 

That the great Gospel blessing which Christ of his fulness 
bestows on such as believe in Him, is Justification ; that Jus- 
tification consists in the pardon of sin and the promise of eter- 
nal life, on principles of righteousness ; that it is bestowed not 
' in consideration of any works of righteousness which we have 
done, but solely through His own redemption and righteous- 
ness ; that it brings us* into a state of most blessed peace and 
favor with God, and secures every other blessing needful for 
time and eternity. 

• Jol^n 1: 16; Eph. 3: 8. Acts 13: 39; Isa. 53: 11; Rom. 8: 1. Rom. 5: 

9; Zech. 13: 1; Matth. 9: 6; Acts 10: 43. Rom. 5: 17; Tit. 3: 5, 6; 1 Pet. 

8: 8; 1 John 2: 25; Rom. 5: 21. Rom. 4: 4, 6; 5: 21; 6: 23; Phil. 3: 7-9. 

' Rom. 5: 19; 3: 24-26; 1 John 2: 12. Rom. 5: 1, 2; 5: 3; 5: 11; 1 Cor. 1: 

:,-i 50; Mat. 6: ^; 1 Tim. 4: 8. 

VL OF THE FEEENESS OF SALVATION. 

That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
Gospel ; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by 
a cordial and obedient faith ; and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the, greatest sinner on earthy except his own vol- 
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utitary refusual to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which re- 
fusal will subject him to an aggravated condemnation, 
. Rev. 22: 17; Isa. 55: 1; Luke 14: 17. Rom. 16: 25, 26; Mark 1: 15; 
Rom. 1: 15, 17. John 5: 40; Matth. 23: 37; Rom. 9: 32; Prov. 1: 24; 
Acts 13: 46. John 3: 19; Matth. 11: 20; Luke 19: 27; 2 Thess. 1: 8. 

VII. OF tSRACE IN REGENERATION. 

That in order to be saved, we must be regenerated or bora -r ^ z / ^ 
again ; that regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition 
to the mind, and is effected in a manner above our compre- 
hension or calculation, by the power 'of the holy spirit, so as 
to secure our voluntary obedience to the Gospel ; and that its , i i s 
proper evidence is found in the holy fruit which we bring forth ;. p .. 
to the glory of God. /y / ' - -^ i 

John 3: 3; 3: 7; Rev. 21: 27. 2 Cor. 5: i»; Ezek. 36: 26; Deut. 30; 
6; Rom. 2: 28, 29; 5: 5; 1 John 4: 7. John 3: 8; 1: 13; James 1: 16-18: 
1 Cor. 1: 30; Phil. 2: 13. 1 Pet. 1: 22-25; 1 John 5: 1; Eph. 4: 20-24: 
Col. 3: 9-11. Eph. 5: 9; Rom. 8, 9; Gal. 5: 16-23; Eph. 3: 14-21. 

VIII. OF god's purpose of grace. 

That Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to 
which he regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners ; that being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it compre- 
hends all the means in connection with the^end ; that it is a most 
glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, being infinitely 
wise, holy and unchangeable ; that it utterly excludes boasting, 
and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in God, and active 
imitation of his free mercy; that it encourages the use of 
means in the highest degree ; that it is ascertained by its 
effects in all who believe the Gospel ; is the foundation of 
Christian assurance ; and that to ascertain it with regard to 
ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence. 

2 Tim. 1 : 8, 9 ; Eph. 1 ; 3-14 ; 1 Pet : 1, 2 ; Rom. 11 : 5, 6 ; John 15, 
16 ; 1 John 4 : 19 ; Hos. 12 : 9. 2 Thes. 2 : 13, 14 ; Acts 13 : 48 ; John 
10 : 16 ; Matth. 20 : 16; Acts 15 : 14. Exod. 33 : 18, 10 ; Matth. 20: 15; 
JSph. 1:11; Rom. 9 : 23, 24 j Jer. 31: 3; Rom. 11, 28, 29j Jas. 1: 17, 18j 
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/ 
2 Tim.#r 9^, Bom. U; 32-36. 1 Cor. 4t 7; 1: 26-31; Rom. 3 : 27; 4: 16ji 
Col. 3 : 12 ; 1 Cor. 3: 5-7 ; 15: 10; 1 Pet. 5: 10 ; Acts 1: 24 ; 1 Thes. 
2: 13; 1 Pet. 2: 9; Luke 18 : 7 ; John 15 : 16; Eph. 1: 16; 1 Thes. 2: 12. 
2 Tim. 2: 10; 1 Cor. 9: 22; Rom. 8: 28-30; John 6: 37-iO; 2 Pet. 1: 10. 
1 Thes. 1 : 4-10. Rom. 8: 28-39: Isa. 42: 16; Rom. 11: 29. 2 Pet, 1. lOf 
PhiL8:12; Heb. 6: 11. 

DC OF THE PERSEVERANCE OP SAINTS. 

That such only are real believers as endure unto the end ; 
that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark 
which distinguishes them from mere professors ; that a special 
Providence watches over their welfare ; and they are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

John 8: 31; 1 John 2: 27, 28 ; 3: 9; 5: 18. 1 John^: 19; John 13 : 18^ 
Matth. 13: 20, 21 ; John 6 : 66-69. Rom. 8 : 28 ; Matth. 6 : 30-33; Jer. 
32: 40; Psa. 121: 3; 91: 11, 12. Phil. 1: 6; 2: 12; 13; Jude 24, 25; 2 
Kings 6: 16. Heb. 1: 14; 13: 6; 1 John 4: 4; John 10: 27-30; 11: 25, 26^ 

X. HARMONY OF THE LAW AND GOSPEL. 

That the law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule 
of his moral government ^ that it is holy, just and good ; and 
that the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to 
fulfil its precepts, arises entirely from their love of sin ; to de- 
liver them from which, and to restore them through a Mediator 
to unfeigned obedience to the holy law, is one great end of the 
Gospel, and of the means of grace connected with the estab- 
lishment of the visible church, 

Rom. 3: 21; Matth. 5: 17; Luke 16: 17; Rom. 3: 20j 4: 15. Rom. 
7: 12 ; 7: 7, 14, 22 ; Gal. 3 : 21 ; Psa. 119. Rom. 8 : 7, 8 ; Josh. 24 : 
19; Jer. 13: 23; John 6: 44; 5: 44. Rom. 8: 2—4; lOt 4; 1 Tim. 1: 5^ 
Heb. 8: 10; Jude 20, 21; Heb. 12: 1. . / ..e . • "^ 

XX. OF 4 GOSPEL. CHURCH.. 

That a viable church of Christ is a c(mgregation of baptized- 
believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of 
the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ ; governed by 
lus laws i and exercising the ^fts>rigbts and privileges invested 
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in them by his word ; that its cmly proper oflBcers are Bishops 
or Pastors, and Deacons, whose qualifications, claims and du- 
ties are defined in the epistles to Timothy and Titus. 

1 Cor. 1: 13; Matth. 18: 17; Acts. 5: 11; 8: 1; 11; 26; 1 Cor. 4: 17; 
14; 23; 3 John 9; 1 Tim. 3: 5. Acts 2: 41, 42 ; 2 Cor. 8: 5; Acts 2: 47; 
1 Cor. 5: 12, 13. 1 Cor. Ih 2; 2 Thess. 3: 6; Rom. 16: 17-20; 1 Cor. 
11: 23; Matth. 18: 15-20; 1 Cor. 5 & 6; 2 Cor. 2 & 7; 1 Cor. 4: 17. 
Matth. 28: 20; John 14: 15; 15: 12; 1 John 4: 21. John 14: 21; 1 Thess. 
4: 2; 2 John 6; Gal. 6: 2; all the Epistles. £ph. 4: 7; 1 Cor. 14: 12j 
Phil. 1 : 27. Phil. 1: 1; Acts 14: 23; 15: 22; 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1. 

XII. OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD*S SUPPER. 

That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a believer in 
water, in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit ; to show 
forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith in a crucified, 
buried and risen Saviour, with its purifying power ; that it is 
pre-requisite to the privileges of a church relation ; and to the 
Lord^s Supper, in which, the members of the church, by the use 
of bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying 
love of Christ.; preceded always by solemn self-examination. 

Acts 8: 36-39; Matth. 3: 5, 6; John 3: 22, 23; 4: 1, 2; Matth. 28; 19; 
Mark 16: 16; Acts 2: 38; 8: 12; 16: 32-34; 18: 8. Matth. 28: 19; Acta 
10: 47, 48; Gal. 3: 27, 28. Rom. 6: 1-14; Col. 2: 12; 1 Pet. 3: 20, 21; 
Acts 22: 16. Acts 2: 41, 42; Matth. 28: 19, 20; Acts and Epistles. 1 
Cor. 11: 20; Matth. 26; 26-29; Mark 14: 22-25; Luke 22; 14-21. 1 
Cor. 11; 28; 6; 7, 8; 10; 3-32; 11; 17-32; John 6; 26-71. 

Xin. OF THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

That the first day of the week is the Lord's day, or Chris- 
tian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes, 
by abstaining from all secular labor and recreations ; by the 
devout observance of all the means of grace, both private and 
pubfic ; and by preparation for &at rest which remaineth for 
the peojAe of God. 

Acts 20: 7; Gen. 2: 3; Col. 2: 16, 17; Mark 2: 27; John 20: W; 1 
Cor. 16; 1, 2. Exod. 20: 8; Bev. 1; 10; Fia. 118: 15, 24. Imu 58: 13, 14 
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56: 2-8. Heb. 10: 24, 25; Acts 11: 26; 13: 44; Ley. 19: 30; Ezek. ^i 
3; Luke 4: 16; Acts 17: 2, 3; Psa. 26: 8; 87: 2. Heb*. 4: 3, 11. 

XIV. OF CiyiL GOYEBNMENT. 

That civil government is of divine appointment, for the in- 
terests and good order of human society — and that magistrates 
are to be prayed 4)r, conscientiously honored, and obeyed, 
except in things opposed to the "will of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the only Lord of the conscience, and the Prince of the 
kings of the earth. 

Rom. 13: 1-7; Deut. 16: 18; 2 Sam. 23: 3; Exod. 18: 23; Jer. 30: 21. 

Matth. 22: 21; Tit. 3: 1; 1 Pet. 2: 13; 1 Tim. 2: 1-8. Acts 5: 29; Matth, 

10: 28; Dan. 3: 15-18; 6: 7-10; Acts 4: 18-20. Matth. 23: 10; Rom. 

V 14:4; Rev. 19:16; Ps.^: 11; Rom. 14:9-13. ' 

XV. OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

That there is a radical and essential difference between the. 

righteous and the wicked — that such only as through faith are 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the 

Spirit of our God, are truly righteous in his esteem ; while all 

such as continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his si^ht 

wicked, and under the curse — and this distinction holds among 

men both in and after death. 

Mai. 3: 18; Isa.5: 20; Gen. 18: 23; Jer. 15: 19; Acts 10: 34,35; Rom. 
6: 16. Rom. 1: 17; 6: 18; 1 John 2: 29; 3: 7; Rom. 6: 18, 22. 1 Cor. 
11: 32; Prov. 11: 31; 1 Pet. 4: 17, 18. 1 John 5: 19; Gal. 3: 10; John 
3: 36; Isa. 57: 21; Psa. 10: 4; Isa. 55: 6, 7. Prov. 14: 32; Luke 16: 25; 
John 8: 21-24; Prov. 10: 24; Luke 12: 4, 5; 9: 23-26; John 12: 25, 26j 
Eccl. 3: 17; Matth. 7: 13, 14. 

XVI. OF THE WOBLD TO COME. 

That the end of this world is approaching — ^that at the last 
day, Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the dead from 
the grave to final retribution — ^that a solemn separation will 
then take place — that the wicked will be adjudged to everlast- 
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ing punishment, and the righteous to endless joy^-and that 

this judgment will fix forever the final state of men in heaven 

or hell, on principles of righteousness. 

1 Pet. 4: 7; 1 Cor. 7: 29-31; Heb. 1: 10-12; Matth. 24: 35; 1 John 
2: 17; Matth. 28: 20; 13: 39, 49; 2 Pet. 3: 3-13. Acts 1: 11; Rev. 1: 
7; Heb. 9: 28; Acts 3: 21. 1 Thess. 4: 13-18; 5: 1-11. Acts 24: 15; i 
Cor. 15: 12-59; Luke 14: 14; Dan. 12: 2; John 5<f28, 29; 6: 40; 11: 25, 
26; 2 Tim. 1: 10; Acts 10: 42; Matth. 13: 49; 13: 37—43; 24: 30, 31j 
25: 27—33. Matth. 25: 35—41; Rev. 22: 11; 1 Cor. 6: 9, 10; Mark 9: 
43—48; 2 Pet. 2: 9, 10; Jude 7; Phil. 3: 19; Rom. 6: 22; 2 Cor. 5: 10, 
11; John 4: 36; 2 Cor. 4:. 18. Rom. 3: 5, 6; 2 Thess. 1: 6—12; Heb. 
6: 1, 2; 1 Cor. 4, 5; Acts 17: 31; Rom. 2: 2—16; Rev. 20: 11, 12; 1 
John 2: 8; 4: 17. 2 Pet. 3: 11, 12. 



CHURCH COVENANT.. 

Now all and each of these doctrines and ordinances we loolf 
upon ourselves as under the highest obligations to embrace^ 
maintain and defend ; believing it to be our duty to stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the faith of 
the gospel. 

And, whereas we are very sensible, that our conversation., 
both in the world and in the church, ought to be as becometh 
the gospel of Christ, we judge it our incumbent duty to wait 
in wisdom towards them that are without, to exercise a con- 
science void of offence towards God and man, by living soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present world. 

And, as to our regards to each other in our church coub- 
munion, we esteem it .our duty to walk with each other in all 
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humility and brotherly love, to watch over each other's coii- 
versation, to stir up each other to love and good worts, to 
avoid all whispering, backbiting, evil-surmising and evil speak- 
ing, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as we 
have opportunity, to worship God according to his revealed 
will ; and, when the case requires, to warn, rebuke and ad- 
monish each other, according to the rules of the gospel. 

Moreover, We think ourselves obliged to sympathize with 
each other in all conditions, both inward and outward, into 
which the Lord by his providence may bring us ; as also to 
bear with each other's infirmities, and particularly to pray for 
each other, and that the gospel and the ordinances thereof, 
may be blessed to the edification of each other's souls, and to 
the gathering in of others to Christ, besides those who are 
already gathered. 

Of all which duties we desire to be found in the perform- 
ance, through the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, while 
we both admire and adore the grdtee which has given us a 
name and a place in God's house better than that of sons and 
daughters. 
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SiKTS RESPECTING THE DUTIES OF MEMBERS. 



L TO THE CHURC3H. 

1. To cultivate personal piety, by daily study of the Scrip- 
tures, devout meditation and secret prayer ; without which all 
other duties will either be neglected, or if discharged at all, 
be performed in a manner aflfording little happiness to the in- 
dividual or benefit to the church. Prov. 4 ; 23. John 5 ; 39* 
Josh. 1 ; 8. Ps. 1 ; 2. Matt. 6 : 6. Ps. 51 ; 10—13. 

2. Not to forsake the assembling themselves together at 
all the meetings which the church may appoint, whether for 
preaching, prayer, discipline or the covenant meeting. Heb* 
10-, 25. Eph. 6 ; 18. Acts 2 ; 14. Rom. 12 ) 12. 

3. To be particularly careful to be present at the adminis^ 
tration oTthe Lord's Supper. Luke 22; 19. 1 Cor. 11; 24-26. 

4. Diligently to improve all opportunities for obtaining 
religious knowledge. Heb. 5 ; 14. Hosea 4 ; 2. 2 Pet, 1 ; 
5 and 3 ; 18. 

5. Firmly to sustain the authority of the church in the 
exercise of discipline. Matt. 18 ; 17. 

6. To contribute cheerfully to the necessary expenses of 
the churcti in the support of the ministry and the relief of the" 
poor. 1 Cor. 9 ; 13, 14. ITkn. 5yl8. Gal. 6; 6. 1 Cor. 
16 ; 1, 2. 1 John 3 : 17. 

7. To make every sacrifice, needful to promote the spirit - 
nality, purity, peace and increase of the church. Ps. 122 :' 6^ 
James 3 ; 17. 1 Thes. 5:13. 

H* TO* OI^E ANOTHEIL 

1. To love one another, not in word only, but in deed and 
m trutL 1 John 3 : 18^ 
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2. In case of personal offence, to follow, vdfhovt the slight- 
,tst deviation^ the course directed by our Saviour in Matthew 
xviii, 15 — 17. It may be justly inferred, that a similar course 
is desirable with respect to rumors prejudicial to the character 
of any individual member. Prov. xxii, 1', and xviii, 8. 

3. To embrace every suitable opportunity, especially when 
going to or coming from the assembly of the saints, to mani- 
fest affection by the methods usually practised among friends, 
fulfilling the spirit and intention of the command in Rom. xvi, 
16, and 1 Pet. v, 14. 

4. To visit the sick and afflicted. James i, 27. 

5. Faithfully to exhort, warn, and encourage one another^ 
Heb. iii, 13. 1 Thess. v, 14. Heb. x, 25. , 

6. To pray both for and with one another. Eph. vi, 18. 
JTames v, 16. Col. iv, 3. 

jn. TO THE ;PASTOR. 

1. To esteem him very highly in love, for his work's sake, 
I Thess. V, 12, 13. 1 Tim. v, 17. 

2. To pray for him daily, especially in the closet ; for hia 
Jiealth, for his spiritual life, for his usefulness, and his contin- 
nance in the pastoral relation. Heb. xiii. 7, 8, 17, 18. 2 Con 
i. 11. 2 Thess. iii. 1, 2. 

3. To receive his instructions, not with a critical but aa 
attentive and tejider spirit, seeking improvement rather than 
gratification. Eph. iv. 1 1, 12. 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. Jas. i. 21 , 22. 

4. To be ready at all times to aid him, as requested, in 
every good work, and to b^ear forward with discreet zeaT, such 
measures as he may propose, and which shall tend to the good 
of 'the church or the community. 1 Pet. iv. 10, Jl. Rom^ 
;cvii. 6—9. Acts u. 42—45. 2 Tim. iv. 16, 
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5. To provide amply and promptly for his temporal need, 
that he may be free from all unnecessary wordly care, and 
may give himself M^hoUy to the ministry of the word, and 
prayer. PhiL iv, 14—18. Gral. vi. 6. 1 Cor.ix. 11. Acts 
vi. 2. 4. Matt, x, Q, 10. Luke x. T. • 

6. To guard carefully his reputation against slander or 
suspicion; to make no .unnecessary exposure of errors or weak- 
nesses, but regard such, if observed, with candor and forbear- 
ance — to place the most favorable construction on things not 
understood^ The same in respect to his family. Acts xxiii, 
4, 5. 1 Cor. XV. 10, 11. 3 John 10, 11. Gal. iv. 13, 14. 
Jude 10, 16. 

7. To avoid harassing him with idle tales, yet withhold 
from him no information vitally afifecting his character or use- 
fulness. ' Lev. xix. 16. 2 Tim, iv. 15. 1 Cor. i. 11. 

8. To exact no undue share of his time or exertions, either 
by visiting him in hours of study without urgent cause, or 
requiring visits from him — ^nor suspect him of partiality and 
inattention. Neh, vi. 3, 4, 1 Cor. xiii. 6. 

rV. TO THE FAMILY. 

1 . If head of a family, to maintain constantly family prayeif. 
Jer. X. 20. Job i. 5. 

2. To secure the attendance of all the members where the 
truth is faithfully preached, that they may be led thereby " to 
keep the way of the Lord." Gen. xvii. 19. > 

3. To instruct children carefully in the facts, doctrines, 
precepts, promises and prophecies contained in the word of 
God. 2 Tim. iii. 15. Prov. xix. 2. Eph. vi. 4. 

4. To converse with their, children on the goodness of God, 
iheir own sinfidness, and the only way of salvation ; and to 
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ttke every pains to show ihem that reli^on is reasonable, and 
wiD make ibem happy. Deut. 6:7. Ps. 71 : 24, and 105. 2. 
6. To promote ihe reli^us observanee of ihe Lord's day, 
net only by attendance on divine worship, but by avoiding 
worldly conversation, and encouraging that of a contrary diar* 
jftcter. Gen, 2 : 2, 8. Ejtod. 20; 9—11. 

6. If children, to be obedient to iheir parents in the Lord, 
Exod. 20 ; 12. Eph. 6 ; 1—3. Col. 3 ; 20, 

7. If servants, to discharge their duties faithftilly, heartily, 
respectfully, as unto the Lord. Eph. 6 ; 6—8, Col. 3 ; 22 
p-25. 1 Peter 2; 18. 

V. TO T5E WOKLD. 

1. To make personal eflfort for the conversion of those to 
whom we are related, or with whom we are acquainted. James 
6, 20.. Eom. 9. 1—3, and 10. 1. 

2. To watch for and judiciously to ijnprove every suitable 
opportunity to speak a word in season, when engaged in the 
transactions of civil Hfe, or when thrown, by journeying, or 
other circumstances, into promiscuous company. Ps. 145; 11. 

3. To maintain strict integrity in all pecuniary transac-^ 
tions, and imimpeachable veracity and purity in conversation ; 
to exhibit a readiness to relieve the temporal wants of the un» 
converted ; to be courteous to all, and yet never to be so pUa^ 
ble as to be led into sinful compUances. Levit. 19 ; 35, 86, 
Prov. 11: 1. CoL 3, 9. Eph. .6, 4. Gal. 6, 10. 1 Pet, 
3, 8, Prov. 1, 10, 

4. To lend as eflfective aid as possible to the extension, both 
^,t home and in foreign lands, of the preaching of the Gospel, 
the distribution of the Bible and of interesting and instructive 
books and tracts,-^the instruction of the young ux Sabbatic 
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Bchools, ministerial education, and associations tending to piXH 
mote mental and moral improvement, and to relieve the suffer-^ 
ings of oui* fellow-men — thus to he truly fellow workers together 
Ujpth God in the regeneration of the w(^ld. Rom. 10. 15. Ps, 
19, 7. Dan. 12, 4. Isa. 33, 6. Tit. 2, 14, Gal. 4, 18. 

6. To make the conversion of the world a subject of dpily 
fervent prayer. Luke 11, 2. Ps. 82, 15. 



GENERAL REGULATIONS, 

STATED MEETINGS. 

Sabbath services, morning, afternoon and evening. 

The Weekly Prayer and Conference Meetings on Tuesday 
pud Friday evenings, 

The regular Church Covenant Meeting occurs on the Friday 
afternoon and evening preceding the 1st Sunday in every month, 

The Lord's Supper is administered on the first Sabbath in 
every month, in connection with the afteoioon service. 

The Sabbath School meets at the close of the morning ser- 
vice. 

The Concert of Prayer for the Sabbath School is held oa 
the second Sabbath evening in every month. 

The Concert of Prayer for Missions is observed on the eve^ 
ning of the first Sabbath in every month. 

Annual Church Meeting for election of oflScers, hearing 
reports, &c., occurs on Wednesday evemng of the week nexi 
followjtag the annual meeting of the Association, 
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DUTY 0? ABSENT MEMBERS. 

1. It shall be the duty of every member who may remove 
to any place where there is a regular Baptist Church, expect- 
ing to return within a year, to take and present to that church 
a letter of recommendation for occasional communion. Such 
member is also required to give information to this church of 
his or her residence and spiritual condition, once a year. 

2. In case a member shall remove from this town to be 
absent for several years, it shall be the duty of such member 
to ask a letter of dismission to some regular Baptist Church in 
the neighborhood, and present the same within six months from 
the date thereof. 

3. Letters of dismission and recommendation shall be vahd 
for six months only, unless otherwise ordered by vote of the 
church. 

4. All members of sister churches m good and regular 
standing who come among us, are requested to call on the 
pastor as soon as convenient, that a mutual acquaintance may 
be formed — and i^ they expect to reside here one year or 
more, they are invited to take letters of dismission and recom- 
mendation from the church to which they belong, and unite 
with this churcL 
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